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Message from Director General

Dear Friends

We welcome Mr. Amit Singh, new Executive Director of REIAl who joined us on
28th Sept 2022 and present here below the excerpts of the environment
related news during the week;

The Dump site at Bhandwari in Haryana may see some improvement as NGT
appoints a Nine member committee to visit the site on 4th Oct, 2022 and
prepare an action plan to clear the legacy dump. Moving to South, the State
Pollution Control Board of Kanataka has appointed the Director General of
REIAl as Chairman of a Technical Committee to suggest remedial measures to
control pollution and land degradation in the Humanabad Industrial Area,
having predominantly the Tyre Pyrolysis, Plastic Reprocessing, Paper
Recycling, Solvent Recovery and Pharmaceutical Industries.

Battery management Rules S.0. 3984(E) dated 22nd Aug, 2022 are in force..
A preliminary web meeting was held at REIAl on 22nd Sept 2022, with a small
group of stakeholders to discuss the implementability aspects of EPR
provisions of these Rules. REIAl has planned to organise a Webinar on 22nd
Oct, 2022 from 11AM free of cost to have the opinion of a larger group of
stakeholders.

A group of German residents are suing their government over "dangerously”
high air pollution levels. They claim their right to breathe clean and healthy air
is being violated, and that the government is failing to protect their health. It is
the first time that individuals in Germany have taken such action citing
human rights legislation. The Allahabad High Court has given a critical
observation over the role of the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) in
keeping the holy river pollution free and the legacy waste bio-mining starts at
Dadumajra Chandigarh, having 7.67 lakh metric tonnes of legacy waste.

The article published during this week on restricting the use of plastic bottles
for drinking purpose, Mega Fauna of Africa and the Solution to India’s garbage
disposal problem make a good read.

We are also furnishing the details of the programs organised by REIAI on; (a)
Carbon Footprint Estimation and Development of GHG Mitigation Strategies
by Corporates; (b) Training on “Environment Management in Industries” and
(c) Other training Modules. Please indicate your preference and specific
requirements to enable REIAI to planimplementation of such programs.

Your success stories and advertisement on your products and services for
publicationin our weekly news bulletin are also welcome.
Happy reading...

Recycling & Environment

R P Sharma

Secretary and Director General
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Nine-member Bandhwari
committee to meet on October

4 to discuss way forward

The nine-member stocktaking committee, formed
by the National Green Tribunal (NGT) on Tuesday to
look into the Bandhwari landfill issue and prepare an
action plan to clear the legacy waste, is likely to
meet on October 4 to discuss the matter in detail,
and chalk out the future course of action.

P Raghavendra Rao, chairman, Haryana State
Pollution Control Board (HSPCB), who also heads
the nine-member committee, confirmed that they
are planning to hold a meeting on October 4.

“We have taken serious cognizance of the order and
are studying it minutely. A meeting is being planned
on October 4 in which the entire issue will be
discussed and feasible solutions and the future road
map chalked out,” said Rao.

Rao also said they were planning to clear the legacy
waste in Bandhwari by March 2023, but in light of
the latest NGT order,...

Read more
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NGT slaps environment
compensation of Rs. 100 cr on
Haryana for green damages

The Chief Secretary of Haryana has been instructed
by the National Green Tribunal (NGT) to deposit

100 crore toward environmental compensation for
ongoing environmental damage.

The Tribunal was hearing a matter stating that a
Waste Management project has been developed
and a contract was assigned to a Chinese company-
- Eco-green Energy Private Limited in the year
2017.

The dump site in question is Bandhwari landfill site
at Gurugram where about 33 lacs Metric tonnes of
solid waste is dumped since years.

The bench headed by Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel
also constituted a nine-member committee, to be
headed by the Chairman of the Haryana State
Pollution Control Board (HSPCB).

Read more

PM Modi cautions states against
delaying environmental clearances

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday urged state
environment ministers against unnecessarily allowing
obstacles in the name of the environment and to ensure
ease of living and doing business while highlighting the
importance of the parivesh portal for the single-window
forest, wildlife, environment, and coastal regulation
zone clearances.

He said over 6,000 proposals for environmental and
6,500 for forest clearance were pending with the states.
He called for clearing them sooner as projects worth
thousands of crores of rupees will be stuck due to the
pendency. Read more
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Single-window for green nod
likely by year-end
Yo e o

The Union environment ministry will launch a
single-window system for environment, forest,
wildlife and coastal regulation zone clearances by
the end of the year with an aim to reduce the time
taken to process green nod for various
infrastructure projects, it said in a statement on
Saturday.

Pro-Active and Responsive facilitation by
Interactive and Virtuous Environment Single-
window Hub or Parivesh is a single window system
for environment,... Read more

Most DIY investors don’t weigh
ESG criterion while picking a
ock: Survey

The widespread popularity of environmental, social
and governance (ESG) criterion among fund
managers is apparently failing to influence do-it-
yourself (DIY) traders and investors to prioritise ESG
when making trading and investment decisions,
revealed a global survey.

“The findings of our survey show a lack of awareness
and information around sustainable investing. This
information gap has clearly impacted the adoption
of ESG among DIY investors, which is compounded
further by a perception that sustainable
investments come at a premium,” Read more
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Gurgaon civic body fined Rs 2.8 cr

over green norms

The Haryana State Pollution Control Board has imposed
an environmental compensation amount of Rs 2.8 crore
on the Municipal Corporation of Gurgaon (MCG) for non-
compliance with norms at the Bandhwari landfill site in
Gurgaon.

A senior official of the Haryana PCB said that the penalty
has been imposed mainly for violation of the Municipal
Solid Waste (Management & Handling) Rules 2016.
According to documents submitted before the National
Green Tribunal, the environmental compensation
amount has been imposed at a rate of Rs 10 lakh per
month for the period from April 2020 to July 2022.

The first order imposing an environmental
compensation of Rs 2.1 crore for the period from April
2020 to December 2021, was dated June 10, 2022. A
second order from August this year imposed a
compensation amount of Rs 70 lakh on the MCG for the
period from January to July 2022.

Read more
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LG Saxena holds review meet to curb air pollution in Delhi

Delhilieutenant governor Vinai Kumar Saxena
on Wednesday chaired a review meeting to
assess preparedness of agencies in tackling
air pollution ahead of this year’s winter
season

The meeting, in which Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM) chairperson MM
Kutty was also present, was attended by the
heads of the environment, forest and
transport departments, along with the chiefs
of the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD),
Delhi Pollution Control Committee (DPCC),
Public Works Department (PWD), Delhi Traffic
Police and New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC), amongst others.

At the meeting, Saxena directed the agencies to identify at least 125
buildings in the Capital where anti-smog guns could be installed by
the end of October, while asking the MCD to set in place special
teams which can monitor and ensure all construction and
demolition sites in Delhi with an area of over 5,000 sqms and above
areregistered on DPCC's dust assessment portal.

“Upon being informed that only 28% of the registered construction
sites were complying with the requirements of self-audit, the LG
has asked for a public awareness campaign detailing the
parameters of self audit and requirements of registration to be
launched by the MCD, with a deadline of October 15 for such
compliance,” an official who attended the meeting said, on
condition of anonymity.

Read more

Delhi: CM Kejriwal announces
15-point Winter Action Plan to check

air pollution

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal on Friday announced a
15-point Winter Action Plan to curb air pollution in the
national capital. The chief minister said certain steps by
the government, including the introduction of an electric
vehicle policy in 2020 and 24-hour electricity supply, air-
pollution level had declined in the last four years.

Announcing the action plan, Kejriwal said the government
would spray Pusa bio-decomposer on stubble on around

5,000 acres this year. Read more
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German government sued over
toxic air pollution

A group of German residents are suing their
government over "dangerously” high air pollution
levels.

They claim their right to breathe clean and healthy
air is being violated, and that the government is
failing to protect their health.

Like many countries, Germany's air pollution levels
often far exceed World Health Organization limits.

Globally, air pollution is associated with seven
million premature deaths a year.

Itis the first time individuals in Germany have taken
such action citing human rights legislation.

The case comes after one of the EU's top lawyers,
the advocate general to the European Court of
Justice, said in May that citizens could take such
action to try to win compensation.

Read more

Delhi to enforce anti-air

pollution plan from Oct 1:
All you need to know

Authorities across the National Capital Region
(NCR) can start imposing restrictions under the
revised Graded Response Action Plan (Grap) to
combat pollution from Saturday, though curbs are
unlikely to come into effect immediately, with the
air quality till at least October 2 forecast to be below
the preset threshold for mitigation measures to be
introduced.

Grap prescribes a list of curbs when air pollution
levels in Delhi hit certain trigger points. The
restrictions get stricter as the AQI worsens. The
updated plan, released by the Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM) on July 13, will now
take into account the air quality index (AQI) and not
just PM2.5 and PM10 as triggers for the curbs.

The first lot of measures, which will include a ban on
the use of diesel generator sets as a regular source
of power supply, under the plan will take effect
when the AQI hits 201. Read more

Anti-smog guns mandatory for
construction sites with area over
5,000sgqm

Delhi environment minister Gopal Rai on Tuesday said
anti-smog guns are now mandatory for all construction
sites in Delhi with an area over 5,000sgm, with one
such device to be installed for every increase in
5,000sgm of area.

An anti-smog gun is a cannon-shaped device designed
to reduce air pollution locally by spraying a fine mist-
like spray into the air, which can settle dust and other
pollutants.

Read more
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Water Pollution

BMC to survey 227 SWD outfalls
for preventing ingress of sewage
into sea

Mumbai: In order to assess and prevent the flow of
sewage into creeks, rivers and the Arabian Sea, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) will
survey 227 storm water drain (SWDs) outfalls across
the city.

The move is part of the BMC's larger efforts at
remediating the city’s drainage network, including
sewers and SWDs, after the various orders of the
National Green Tribunal (NGT) and the Supreme
Court instructed it to do so, in response to public
interest litigation (PIL) by city-based environment
group Vanashakti.

As per the BMC’s SWD department’s records, there
are at least 185 outfalls into the Arabian Sea, and 42
which open out into the Mithi, Dahisar, Poisar and
Oshiwararivers. Read more

Water firms allowed to 'get away with polluting rivers’

The Environment Agency (EA) has been accused of allowing However, the EA said it was "holding the industry to
water firms to pollute England's rivers. accounton anunprecedented scale.”

Whistleblowers said it ignored its duties and failed to stop It admitted the water quality and ecological health of
firms pouring raw sewage into the country's rivers. the country's rivers "must improve".

The claims feature in the film "SEVERN: the poisoning of To do this it said it was in the process of "writing an
Britain's Amazon", which focuses on the River Severn in action plan for the River Severn, to address how we
Gloucestershire. can help salmon in the Severn recover stocks to a

sustainable level". Read more

i S
bl )

:\ . .l_lf'L_ RECYCLING AND ENVIRONMENT INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION OF INDIA




Water Pollution

Recycling & Environment

Clean Ganga Mission a money distribution machine: Allahabad HC

LUCKNOW: The Allahabad High Court has
given a critical observation over the role of
the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG)
in keeping the holy river pollution free saying
that the Mission was relegated to just being a
machine to distribute money for cleaning
river Ganga without bothering for the
purpose and the work done by it was
apparently an eyewash.

While hearing a Public Interest Litigation (PIL)
filed by one VC Srivastava over the issue, the
three-judge full bench, comprising Chief
Justice Rajesh Bindal, Justice Manoj Kumar
Gupta, and Justice Ajit Kumar, said that the
Mission was not monitoring if the money

released by it for cleaning the river was being utilized for the same
purpose or not.

The bench observed that no progress in the direction of keeping the
river pollution-free was visible on the ground and the entire work
done by the Mission was appearing to be an eyewash.

The bench, headed by the chief justice, sought to know the details
of the budget NMCG had distributed while asking if the purpose of
keeping Ganga clean was served even after spending crores so far.

Posting the matter for the next hearing on November 1, the High
Court bench issued directives to all the departments concerned to
make the copies of their respective affidavits available to Nyaymitra
Arun Kumar Gupta, litigant VC Srivastava, and other parties. The
court also asked the litigants to check the authenticity of claims

over Ganga being free from pollution. Read more
State government prohibits
- construction within 200 metres

of dams

In order to prevent water pollution, the state water
resource department has banned any kind of construction
activity within 200 metres from both sides of catchment
area of all dams across Maharashtra.The decision was
taken earlier this month, amending the previous directive,
where construction at one metre height from the water
level was prohibited.

Read more
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Residents raise concerns over
debris at twin tower demolition
site

Noida: Residents from Emerald Court have raised
concerns over the slow process of debris
management at the twin tower demolition site in
Noida’s Sector 93A. They have also written to the
Noida authority regarding the issue.

The 32-storey Supertech twin towers — Apex and
Ceyanne — were the tallest structures in the country
to be demolished on August 28 following a Supreme
Court order. The demolition created about 36,000
cubic metres of debris, out of which 23,000 cubic
metres filled up the basement, while the rest 13,000
cubic metres had to be transported out and
scientifically managed. The demolition waste has
piled up to about 10 metres and is being broken into

smaller pellets at the site before being transported
out. Read more

Chandigarh: Legacy waste bio-mining starts at Dadumajra

As many as 7.67 lakh metric tonnes of legacy waste
at the dumping ground of Dadumajra will be bio-
mined at a cost of Rs 68 crore within 43 months. The
project of legacy waste bio-mining and land recovery
was inaugurated by UT Administrator Banwari Lal
Purohit Wednesday.

The dumping ground is spread over 45 acres of land.
The one land fill site of 20 acres, wherein 5 lakh

q‘ AssAAAASR

metric tons of legacy waste is being bio-mined at a cost of
Rs 34 crore, has been lying for long and project of bio-
mining of the same was givenin 2019.

As of now 4.21 lakh metric tons has been processed so and
in the coming months 15 acres of land will be re-claimed
and the entire work will be completed by March 31 next
year.

Read more
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Prayagraj bags top rank in garbage disposal

Effective recycling of waste and successful
management of over 600 tonnes of trash
produced daily has helped Sangam city grab
the top rank in garbage disposal by beating
over 1,800 cities in the country.

Prayagraj shares this top position with Meerut
in the results released by the Union Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs recently, informed
officials.

Prayagraj and Meerut have set this record in
cities with a population of more than 10 lakh
while Aligarh has topped among the cities
having population of 3 lakh to 10 lakh, they
added.

Officials of the municipal corporation of Prayagraj, Meerut and
Aligarh will be honoured on September 30 at the Talkatora Stadium
in New Delhi by the ministry for this achievement, they added.

Nagar Swasthya Adhikari, Prayagraj Municipal Corporation (PMC),
Uttam Kumar Verma said that the municipal corporations across
1,850 cities of the country were asked to upload the work done by
them to dispose of the garbage in the respective cities. This was to
be uploaded from September 17 onwards, he added.

“After submitting the work done by the respective municipal
corporations of the country, the union ministry of housing and
urban affairs evaluated these corporations according to the work
done by them. On the basis of parameters set by the ministry,
Prayagraj has been ranked at number 1 position in terms of garbage

disposal,” Verma said. Read more

Gurugram: Soon, MCG audit of over
200 bulk waste generators

GURUGRAM: MCG has decided to audit 205 bulk waste
generators which claim that they are processing their
waste on their premises. MCG officials said the civic body
has identified 614 BWGs inits limit, out of which 205 are
composting their waste and notices have been sent to the
remaining 409 waste generators, which include
condominiums and societies.

Read more
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Climate Change

‘Can’t stall development over
climate change’: SC modifies

order on Mumbai coastal road
project

New Delhi: Developing countries cannot be told to
stop their projects only because they are likely to
cause climate change, the Supreme Court remarked
Friday, as it modified its two-year-old order to allow
the Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai to
commence partial development work in the ongoing
Mumbai Coastal Road Project.

Abench of justices D.Y. Chandrachud and Hima Kohli
allowed the corporation’s application to amend the
apex court’'s October 2020 order which permitted
the civic body to reclaim sea land strictly for the
purpose of road construction.

Read more

CSOs for inclusion of ‘loss and damage’ issue in the COP 27 agendas

Civil society organisations (CSOs) on Thursday Speakers observed that as one of the Most Vulnerable
demanded a strong position of the government to Countries (MVC) to climate change, Bangladesh should
include the loss and damage (L&D) issue as a key adopt also a firm stance supporting a ‘legally binding
agenda in the upcoming UN climate conference commitment to zero emission’ target followed by ‘a

(Conference of the Parties or COP 27). maximum 1.5-degree celsius temperature’ goal.
The demand was made at a seminar titled "COP-27: Centre for Participatory Research & Development (CPRD),
Government’s Position and Civil Societies’ opinion” Coastal Development Partnership (CDP),

organised by Coast Foundation, held at CIRDAP
Auditorium in the city.
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Read more
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Egypt working to prioritize
'loss and damage' at COP27

WASHINGTON, Sept 28 (Reuters) - Egypt, which is
hosting the upcoming COP27 climate negotiations,
is working on how to include compensation for
economic losses due to climate catastrophes on the
formal agenda of the November summit, as
pressure grows from vulnerable countries to
prioritize the issue, the country's special
representative of the summit said on Wednesday.

Wael Aboulmagd, Egypt's special representative of
COP27, told reporters that the host country is
"putting a lot of effort" into ensuring that the
question of how to compensate countries that have
experienced heavy economic loss due to climate
catastrophes is prioritized at the forum, which will
be held from Nov. 6-18 in Sharm el-Sheikh.

Read more

U.S. climate envoy Kerry calls for ramp-up in financing to slash

methane emissions

WASHINGTON, Sept 27 (Reuters) - Countries need to ramp up  countries joined the Global Methane Pledge
spending dedicated to cutting methane emissions in order to  alongside the United States and the European
rapidly slash greenhouse gases and meet global climate goals, Union, promising to reduce global methane
John Kerry, U.S. special presidential climate change envoy, said emissions 30% by 2030.
on Tuesday.

Trillions of dollars worldwide will be needed to
In prepared remarks opening the Global Methane, Climate, and help countries implement their national plans to
Clean Air Forum, Kerry called on countries to keep up slash methane, Kerry said in the remarks

momentum building since last year, when more than 100 reviewed by Reuters.
Read more
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Events & Announcements

Recycling and Environment Industry Association of India offers the
following training programmes and Environment services

for Industries, consultants and other environmental practitioners.

- Title of Programme Brief description

Continuous Emission Monitoring Two days Through VC To provide a comprehensive understanding of the real-
Systems (CEMS) and Continuous time monitoring technologies and data validation to
Effluent Quality Monitoring ensure correct implementation of the real time
Systems (CEQMS) monitoring of emissions and effluent quality.

2 Applicable Environmental One day Through VC or in- To develop a better understanding and knowledge of the
Legislations, Norms and person various environmental laws and their inter-relationship.
Compliance Verification

3 Environment Management in Three days In- person Sensitise and empower the environment managers as
Industries well as line managers to ensure improved environmental

compliance of the organisation.

4 Good Quality Environmental Impact Three days Offline For EIA consultants: What constitutes a good EIA; how to
Assessment prepare. Focus on interactive learning through real-life

examples, discussions and exercises.

5 Audit of Air Quality Monitoring As required In-Plant Comprehensive review of the various aspects of AAQM,
Systems and Procedures stack and fugitive emissions monitoring systems

6 Environment Managementin Mines Three-days In-person Sensitise and empower environment managers and

line/mine managers to ensure improved environmental
performance of the mining entities of the organisation

7 Environment & Energy Audit Two-days In-Plant Assessing the performance of energy & Environment

Management System
8 Carbon Footprint Analysis Two-days In-Person Estimation of GHG emission and suggesting mitigation

strategies

Other Environmental Services

Brief description

1 Environmental Audit Verification of regulatory compliance, Assessment of
compliance to Company’s Environmental Policy and Contact IOI more tletails:
internal systems and procedures, Identification of Email ID: reiarecycle@gmail.com
environmental risks and opportunities forimprovements ' ¥ g '
Tel :(L) 01121820042
) ) (M) 9599263135, 9873487630
2 Advisory services for Assisting the project proponent in preparing a high quality

Environment Clearance EIA report as well as in submitting appropriate responses
and presentations to the Expert Committees so as to

obtainthe EC
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Requests for Success Stories

Editor of Weekly Newsletter request all members

to share the success stories in Resource Conservation
and Environmental Management in their operations for
publicity and knowledge dissemination.

-
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Recycling and Environment Industry Association of India l‘ -
Training Programme on ";'l l

Carbon Footprint Estimation
and GHG Mitigation Strategy

Objective of the Programme

These days most of the Terms of References (TOR) and the Course Contents
Environment Clearances being issued by the Environmental

Appraisal Committees (EAC) and SEAC, are having a condition “to Carbon Footprint- An overview.

submit the Carbon Footprint Estimation and Decarbonisation Types of Carbon Emissions.
Strategies” for new projects in order to address the impact of the Carbon Neutrality.
proposed developmental activity on Climate Change. Sources of Carbon Emissions.

The prime objective of the Carbon Footprints Estimation is to know Methodologies for estimation of Carbon footprlnts.

the total amount of greenhouse gases likely to get emitted from the Carbon Emission reduction, carbon capture and carbon
proposed project during processing and production of goods and sequestration.

services. A capacity building program for the team from various Energy Transition from fossil fuel to Renewable
org'anlstjatlons on the m.ethodology t.o c.onduct car!aon footprint Energy/Hydrogen.

estimation and developing decarbonisation strategies would be . .

helpful to small, medium and large scale industries, consultants and Report preparation and Quality Assurance.

corporates in carrying out this exercise regularly to improve the Verification of Report prepared by teams after two/three
carbon footprints of the organisation by implementing the weeks of theoretical inputs.

ecarbonisation strategies developed by the team.

This course will be conducted offline at the premises of the
organisation/consultant for two days followed by one day Course Convener
verification of the report prepared by the team of Mr. R P Sharma
organisation/consultant within two to three weeks of completion of
two days training. The training module is designed to provide a
comprehensive understanding of effective implementation of
Carbon Footprint Estimation and GHG Mitigation Strategies.

Secretary and Direct General
of Recycling and Environment Industry Association of India (REIAI)
and former member of Expert Advisory Committee (Industry -1).

For further information on this training, please do contact:

Registered & Head Office

Address; 3rd Floor, Plot No. 39 E :reiarecycle@gmail.com
Jawahar Dhatu Bhawan, Web.: www.reiaindia.org
Tughlakabad Institutional Area, Tel. : (L) 01121820042

Near Batra Hospital, New Delhi-110062 Mo.: +91 959 926 3135/ 987 348 7630
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ing Programme on

in Industries

Objective of the Programme

The industries now a days are being closely watched for their ESG
performance and issues like, resource conservation, climate change,
energy conservation, water stewardship, air & water pollution and
waste management are prominently appearing on the agenda of the
Board Meetings. The role of industry managers is being looked upon,
far beyond simply addressing the production and maintenance
issues to addressing the Environment, Health and Safety issues also
for sustainable development.

REIAl had been conducting the training programmes on
“Environment Management in Industries” for past several years. It
has conducted such programmes for SAIL Bokaro Steel, ESL Steel
Limited, Sesa Goa Steel, Hindustan Zinc Limited, Rungta Mines
Limited etc. The course is conducted offline at the premises of the
organisation for three days and covers the following topics:

ling and Environment Industry Association of India

Course Contents

Role of Industry managers in addressing ESG issues
International Treaties/ Protocols/ Conventions applicable.
Aspect/Impact Analysis and Hazard Identification and
Risk Assessment for products services and activities

of the industry.

Environment Impact Assessment (EIA), Environment
clearance, Consent to Establish and Consent to Operate
and Self Compliance.

Water and Air Quality Management,

Solid Waste Management,

Carbon Capture & Green Belt Development,

Cleaner Technologies and Circular Economy, and
Corporate Environment Responsibility (CER), etc.

Additional subjects can be considered for inclusion based on the specific need of the Industry.

Course Convener

Mr. R P Sharma

Secretary and Director General
of Recycling and Environment Industry Association of India (REIAI)
and former member of Expert Advisory Committee (Industry -1).

For further information on this training, please do contact:

Registered & Head Office

Address; 3rd Floor, Plot No. 39
Jawahar Dhatu Bhawan,

Tughlakabad Institutional Area,

Near Batra Hospital, New Delhi-110062

Mr. R K Bansal

Director of REIAI
and Former Secretary and
Director General of REIA.

E :reiarecycle@gmail.com

Web.: www.reiaindia.org

Tel. : (L) 01121820042

Mo.: +91 959 926 3135/ 987 348 7630
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RP Sharma Director General of REIAI participated as faculty in the
training programme on Environment Impact Assessment organized by
CSE at their training center at Tijara Rajasthan. He distributed the
certificate to the participant on completion of the training programme.

RP Sharma handed over the certificate to Shri S Chandrasekar Member
Secretary of Bihar State Pollution Control Board.
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Why you should strictly avoid drinking water

from plastic bottles

"Disposed off plastic bottles stay in the
environment for thousands of years," according to
Dr Vaishali Shukla

Many of us buy packaged drinking water without
ever giving it a second thought. But it may not be the
wisest choice, not only for your health but also the
environment and wildlife as many plastic bottles land
up at beaches, and even choke wastewater drainage
systems. According to Union Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav, “India is generating 3.5 million
tonnes of plastic waste annually and the per capita
plastic waste generation has almost doubled over the
last five years,” reported PTI.

Speaking at an event earlier this year, he added that
“Plastic has become one of the most pressing
environmental issues that we are facing today.
Plastic pollution adversely affects our ecosystems
andis alsolinked to air pollution.”

Additionally, according to a study by Harvard School
of Public Health, it was noticed that in participants
who consumed water from polycarbonate bottles,
the urinary concentrations of the chemical bisphenol

Recycling & Environment

L

By Lifestyle Desk
Source : The Indian Express

A (BPA) — used to produce polycarbonate plastics —
were significantly higher. The study further noted that
hot liquids would cause this effect to be even bigger.

“Exposure to BPA before birth is linked to behavioural
and emotional difficulties in young girls. People with
high urine levels of BPA are also more likely to have
heart disease or diabetes,” Harvard School of Public
Health said.
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Agreed Dr Vaishali Shukla, Founder of Vedamrit,
“When a plastic water bottle comes in contact with
heat, it releases micro plastics in the water, which
further make their way into your body once you drink
that water. These micro plastics cause various
problems for the human body, including hormone
imbalance, infertility and even hamper liver health.”

In an Instagram post, she further said that the
disposed off plastic bottles “stay in the environment
for thousands of years,” urging people to opt for
bottles made from healthier alternatives.

Elucidating, Dr Vimal Someshwar, HOD Radiology and
Interventional Radiologist at Kokilaben Dhirubhai
Ambani Hospital said that “plastic is a polymer made
from carbon, hydrogen, oxygen and chloride. Among
these, BPA is one of the most harmful chemicals used
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to make plastic water bottles, and the levels of it
increase when the water is stored for a long period of
time or at a higher temperature.”

Hence, prolonged consumption of water stored in
plastic bottles can “cause severe health problems such
as hormonal disturbances — in males, it can lead to
low sperm count, and early puberty in girls. Even the
probability of having liver and breast cancer is higher
for people consuming bottled water. It is high time we
make our community aware about the harmful effects
of consuming liquids which are stored in plastic
bottles. We should go back to our good old times of
storing liquids, especially water, in copper containers
and glass bottles.”

In terms of sustainability, the study stated that the
“entire life cycle of bottled water uses fossil fuels
which contributes to global warming and causes
pollution.” According to Reuters, around the world,
one million plastic bottles are purchased every minute.
“The plastic bottles sold worldwide since 2009 would
tower above New York’s Manhattan Island. Data from
Euromonitor International shows that more than 480
billion of these bottles were sold last year alone,”
Reuters reported.

So when are you making this healthy switch?
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Catching up with the mega fauna in Africa on the

translocation of the cheetahs

Now that the cheetahs have arrived and been
released in Kuno, how have some of Africa’s other
big mammals taken to the development? Down in
Jungleland (DiJ) interviews a select few of Africa’s
mega fauna and some of our own local fauna:

DiJ: So, what do you think about this ghar-wapsi of
cheetahs to India? Are you relieved that there would
be fewer cheetahs now in Africa to make a meal out
of you?

Wildebeest: We think we should have been taken to
India. We would have migrated in our millions all the
year through from north to south and east to west
uniting the country like nothing else: no bharat-jodo
march could come even close. Actually cheetahs are
scaredy-boobies, we often chase them.

Dij (turning to the impala): What do you think?

Impala: We give cheetahs a run for their money here.
I don't know whether the blackbucks of India are
quite capable of doing that. They may run fast but
can they jink and dodge the way we do? None of the
millennium-generation of blackbuck have ever
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Source : The Indian Express

known cheetahs, let alone been chased by them. As a
gesture of international goodwill, we have WhatsApp-
ed some of our blackbuck friends in Kuno and told
them that all they need to do is not get caught in the
first 30 seconds. After that the cheetahs are, as you
would say, ‘bilkul phut!’
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DiJ (to the lion): You and the cheetahs and leopards
don‘t really get along. You've been known to kill them
and their cubs. The cheetah immigrants to India have
been ensured safety from such predation. Your
comments?

Lion (roaring): It's a scandal. Your local lions (which still
don’t have enough hair on their chests) were
supposed to be moved to Kuno before the cheetahs,
but stupid provincial pride has not enabled that. Now,
before you know it, you’ll have underage cheetah
hoodlum gangs without licenses racing around
everywhere, breaking speed limits and bribing cops
with offers for selfies or threatening them with ‘Do you
know who my godfather is?” And then your ministers
will boast that this is all a part of the ‘Make in India’
program. Bah!

DiJ (to the leopard): What do you think?

Leopard: Heh-heh, you seriously believe you’ve got rid
of all the local leopards in Kuno? Hah, you couldn’t
keep us out of cities like Mumbai and not for want of
trying. Do you think you can keep them out of Kuno?
Our spotted Indian cousins are going to have such fun.
Those cheetah pussycats are going to have total
meltdowns very soon!

DiJ (turning to the hyena): You are known to steal
cheetahs’ prey. You just stroll over and coolly make off
with it once they have done all the hard work!

Hyena (giggling): Yeah, cool, isn’'t it? We are first
royally entertained by the chase, then when the
cheetahs are, as our wildebeest friends mentioned,
‘bilkul phut” — on the verge of cardiac arrest — we
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stroll over and serve ourselves. I'm sure there are
enough jackals in Kuno who will continue with our
great tradition. We've heard India has quite a
population of jackals of different kinds.

DiJ (to the zebra): You must be relieved too. There’ll be
fewer cheetahs here to chase you.

Zebra (snorting): Listen, my friend we're very good at
kicking ass! Want a demo?

DiJ (to the baboon): You have also been known to mob
cheetahs. They must be so relieved that this won't
happenin Kuno.

Baboon: Our cousins, the macaques and langurs, are
quite capable of fulfilling that function, as are your
Bollywood heroes, firing at them from jeeps, and
politicians wanting pictures with them...

DiJ (to the chital): There have been rumours that you
are being taken from Rajasthan to Kuno as fodder for
the cheetahs there. Your views on the subject?

Chital (nervously): It's been officially denied but
(whispers), who knows? Our Bishnoi friends have
raised the matter. As a precaution, many of us - and
our sambhar cousins - have gone into serious sprint
training. (Brightening up) But maybe you can train
cheetahs to go vegan. They are very amenable to
training, and then, who knows, maybe some day
leopards, lions, tigers and wolves can lie side by side
with us! Anythingis possible.

DiJ (to the blackbuck): You are considered to be the
cheetah’s preferred prey. Your comments?

Blackbuck: Arre aane de (Let them come)! Seekh
kebab bana denge unke (We’ll make seekh kebabs out
of them)!

DiJ (to Asha, the first cheetah to be let loose in Kuno by
the PM): So, how doesi it feel to be in India? You all were
brought here and released bypassing many wildlife
conventions and practices and were given preference
over other endangered local wildlife. Doesn’'t that
make you feel very special and much loved?

Asha: Yeah, sure, but when are we going to see the Taj
Mahal and do item numbers in Bollywood? When do
we meet Amitabh Bachchan and Shah Rukh Khan and
Sachin Tendulkar? Also, we could teach your cricket
team a thing or two about running between the
wickets...
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What is the solution to India’s
garbage disposal problem?

A consumption tax based on concrete aspects of
sustainability, and its local devolution, would
create the right incentives for a scientific analysis
of garbage and the logistics of its disposal.

This monsoon, several parts of India have found
themselves literally swimming in filth and sewage.
Gutters have choked with garbage, plastics being the
primary culprit. Single-use plastic carry-bags have
been singled out for particular attention and regular
meetings have been held to educate - as well as
admonish — people about their use. Thus once more,
the buck has stopped at the doorstep of the people -
their good behaviouris seen as the key to change.

A cursory exploration of a clogged gutter will,
however, show that branded packaging material —
metal foil wrappers, bottles and boxes of various
grades of plastics — are a substantial part of the
mess inside. So, who is going to clean that up? For
this, we need to understand the science and
economics of how this packaging matter got there.
Let us begin with some data (see accompanying
table) taken from a recent annual report of a large
consumer goods (FMCG) company whose products
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By Milind Sohoni
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— shampoos, soaps, ketchup, squashes etc — are
available all over India. The company had 18,000
employees of which 5,800 employees were
permanent. The CEO, a Harvard graduate, was paid
170 times the median salary.
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