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Message from Director General

Khejri — the State tree of Rajasthan
Friends,

A few weeks back, we discussed about the palash tree. This week, we discuss another
wonderful tree called Khejri (botanical name: Prosopis Cineraria) which was declared the state
tree of Rajasthan in 1983. It's known as Shami in Maharashtra and UP. Jammi in AP and
Telengana, Jantiin Haryana and Jand in Punjab. It's also the national tree of UAE where it's known
as Ghaf. Through the Give a Ghaf campaign its citizens are urged to plant it in their gardens to
combat desertification and to preserve their country's heritage. The desert village of Nazwa in the
UAE is home to the Al Ghaf Conservation Reserve.

In the year 1730, in the village of Khejarli near Jodhpur in Rajasthan, Amrita Devi and her three
young daughters gave their lives in an attempt to protect some Khejri trees which the King had
ordered cut to make way for his new palace. This led to widespread defiance in which 363 people
were killed trying to save the trees. This was the first precursor of the more famous Chipko
movement of 1970s.

Why is Khejri considered such a wonderful tree? Consider these characteristics of Khejri:
* Khejri can survive in extremely arid conditions with rainfall as low as 15 cm
* Tolerates a highly alkaline and saline environment

* [t is believed that Lord Ram worshipped a Khejri tree before the final battle with King of Lanka,
Ravana, in memory of which Khejri tree is worshipped on Dussera day by Jaipur royalty

e |t plays an important role in rural economy: its leaves serve as very good fodder for cattle, one
tree providing approximately 60 kg fodder annually; leaves also make for excellent compost; its
bark was used as flour during 1869 Rajputana famine, now it's used for treating many skin
conditions like leprosy, boils and itching; the dried fruit called sangri is used in Rajasthani food
famous as ‘ker sangri’; the roots serve to bind soils and enrich the soil in fields for better yields.

For farmers in Rajasthan, Khejri is life —it provides shade in hot summer days, provides fodder for
cattle and when drought strikes, they can cut afew trees to provide sustenance!

In addition to the domestic and global news relating to environment and recycling, this issue
brings to you six excellent articles, including one which explores the hypathetical situation when
suddenly there is no mining activity on Earth! Enjoy reading.

We at REIAI bring to you an array of experts for a bouquet of training programmes and
environmental services, listed at page 18.

We look forward to receiving your contributions to the newsletter and feedback on how to
improve and enrich the content further.

29 April 2022
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Govt opens 6-month window for sugar mills to submit ethanol proposals

The Centre on Friday said it has opened a six-month window till October for sugar mills to submit fresh proposals to avail loans
ata subsidised interest rate for setting up new distilleries or expanding the existing facilities for augmenting first-generation
ethanol capacity in the country. To ensure that only serious project proponents are issued in-principle approval by the Union
Food Ministry, a window has been opened for fresh applications from those project proponents who have acquired land for
projects and obtained environmental clearance, it said.

"The six months window has been opened from April 21 to October 22," an official spokesperson told PTI.

According to the Food Ministry, the decision will facilitate sugar mills to set up new distilleries or expand their existing
distilleries and thereby help in diverting excess sugarcane/sugar to ethanol.

Read more

Environmental norms are
strategically wise

Yes, strategic projects critical to defence in border states
must be executed on priority. But the environment ministry's
plan to speed things up isn't helpful. The ministry has
proposed exempting these projects from the environmental
clearance process, instead requiring them to stick to
standard environmental safeguards. Rather than an
exemption and a boilerplate environmental safeguards
checklist, Gol should put in place an expedited clearance
process. Disregarding environmental impacts actually
undermines security and reduces the resilience of these
strategic projects, the very opposite of what the plan
ostensibly sets out to do.

There is an urgent need to build and augment border
infrastructure, particularly along the long border with China,
especially with Beijing incrementally 'mainstreaming its
peripheries'. It is, however, perilous to disregard the reality
that India's longest border is in the ecologically fragile
Himalayan region.

Read more
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SC stays NGT's directive to ED to investigate polluting industries at |
Tarapur MIDC

Mumbai: The apex court on Wednesday stayed, until further notice, a January judgement by the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) which fined 103 industries at Tarapur MIDC, in Palghar district, to the tune of Rs. 260 crore as environmental
compensation for discharge of untreated and partially treated effluents into nearby creeks and rivers, leading to the Arabian
Sea. Thisis almost double the amount.

In an unusual move, the NGT had also asked the Enforcement Directorate (ED) to investigate the polluting industries under
provisions of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA). Read more

CPCB withdraws hazardous waste

reuse notification

Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has
withdrawn its notification against Interim Policy of
Rule 9 of Hazardous and Other Waste Management
Rules 2016 that allowed reuse of the hazardous
waste by the industries in the state, said an office
bearer of Gujarat Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(GCCI) ina statement Friday.

The withdrawal of the notification — dated April 19
— comes following GCCI's representation to Union
Minister of Environment, Forest & Climate Change
(MoEF&CC) Bhupender Yadav and Minister of State
for Industries and Environment & Forest Jagdish
Vishvakarma in this regard. Read more
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NITI Aayog releases draft battery
swapping policy, prioritizes major
cities

Government think tank Niti Aayog on Thursday
released a draft battery swapping policy under
which all metropolitan cities with a population
above 40 lakh will be prioritised for

development of battery swapping network
under the first phase.

The Aayog in its draft policy further said all
major cities such as state capitals, UT
headquarters and cities with population above
5 lakh will be covered under the second phase,
given the importance of the two-wheeler and
three-wheeler vehicle segments in growing
cities.

Read more

IEVE A A

3 landfills have cost Delhi Rs 450 cr
In environmental damages: Study

Delhi’s three landfill sites — Bhalswa, Okhla and Ghazipur --
have cost more than []J450 crores in environmental
degradation to the national capital so far and with no
noticeable progress being made to reduce the millions of
tonnes of waste at these dumping sites, according to a
study by a team of experts that was submitted to the
National Green Tribunalin January last year.

The study conducted by experts from National
Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI), the
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and IIT-Delhi
assessed the damage due to Bhalswa was worth []155.9
crore, Okhla caused ecological damaged to the tune of
[1151.1 crore and Ghazipur has led to an environmental
damage of []142.5 crore. The experts considered factors
such as the leachate generated over time and the legacy
waste accumulated at the landfills and the violations of solid
waste management rules to calculate the damage to the
environment.

Read more
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Startup receives $1 million to monitor air quality in Karnataka

BENGALURU: With concerns over worsening air quality in
Karnataka, a tech startup has received $1 million in
funding for the monitoring and filtration of air in the state
as well as Maharashtra. Interestingly, the funding comes
from Balvi Fund which is the fund initiative of Ethereum
founder Vitalik Buterin. The fund was founded earlier this
year for the benefit of relief projects in India and globally.

Delhi's air quality worse on back of
landfill blaze: Govt body

With the fire at Bhalswa landfill continuing to rage, even 24
hours after it started on Tuesday evening, Delhi’s air quality
took a hit on \Wednesday, as the air quality index reading
worsened to the higher ranges of the “poor” category,
logging a reading of 287, according to the Central Pollution
Control Board's (CPCB) daily 4pm bulletin.

Read more

According to a report by the National Environmental
Engineering Research Institute (NEERI), Karnataka was
reported to have the worst air quality in South India, with
Bidar, Belagavi and Raichur being some of the worst
polluted. In order to combat this, the startup,
ActiveBuildings and Balvi Fund have signed an MoU to
establish 5,000 indoor air quality monitors and 10,000 air
cleaners in both Karnataka and Maharashtra.

Read more

Workshop discusses UP Clean Air
Management Project

Officials said this workshop was also part of the
development for a 2022 Uttar Pradesh Clean Air Action
Plan (UCAP). In the two-day workshop, the key findings
and targets would be presented to government agency
stakeholders, highlighting their critical role and efforts
required to clean up the air for the health and prosperity of
the people of UP

Read more

RECYCLING AND ENVIRONMENT INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION OF INDIA



Air Pollution

Gurugram: Smoke chokes area
but no AQI data as station hit by
outages

GURUGRAM: People living near the Manesar industrial area
and some of the new sectors of Gurugram could see the
glow of a blaze from their houses on Monday night. Soon,
they could smell the fire too as smoke had blanketed the
area.

On Tuesday morning, several residents reported breathing
trouble, hours after a dogged firefight continued into the
night to contain the flames. But there was no official data to
check the air quality. The monitoring station in Manesar has

UP ready to become model for others in
checking air pollution, says CM

Adityanath stated this at a high level meeting with World
Bank representatives to discuss clean air initiatives. He
said 1.70 crore new cooking gas connections had been
given in the state under the Ujjwala Yojana and this
provided cooking facility with clean fuel in rural areas.

World Bank has offered financial assistance for the
implementation of Uttar Pradesh Clean Air Action Plan.

He said pilot projects linked with biogas, bio CNG and
natural agricultural methods could be launched in the state.
“Goverdhan Yojana and natural farming project should be
launched in Bundelkhand,” stated the CM.

Read more
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not been recording data for the last 15 days because of
power outages.

Haryana State Pollution Control Board (HSPCB) officials told
TOl the station needed two ACs and a computer to store the
hourly data, but had not been able to do so because of the
frequent disruptions in electricity supply. Haryana has been
facing a power shortage because of a coal supply crunch
and a dispute over rates with Adani Power, which has

stopped the supply of 1,400MW. Read more
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Maharashtra breathed satisfactory” air for most of 2020-21: report

THE STATE breathed ‘satisfactory” air during most of the days in 2020-21 (52 per cent of the days), according to the annual
report from the Maharashtra Pollution Control Board (MPCB).

Experts believe that the lockdown restrictions played a big role in maintaining ‘good” and ‘satisfactory” air quality in the state.
Starting March 2020, the entire state was under a strict lockdown and there were restrictions on vehicular movements
among others till the end of the year.

Air quality monitoring was carried out across 69 active Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Systems (AAQMS) installed in various
regions of the state.

Read more

Pollution reaches ‘very poor” in Noida
as heat wave continues

As the Delhi-National Capital Region (NCR) witnesses yet
another heatwave this season, the air quality in Noida has
started to deteriorate.

While the India Meteorological Department (IMD) issued an
alert for a heatwave this week in the region on Wednesday,
Noida recorded an Air Quality Index (AQI) reading of 317 on
the day, which increased to 322 on Thursday, both in the
“very poor” category. Meanwhile, Greater Noida's AQl
improved marginally from 314 in the “very poor” category on
Wednesday to 269 in the “poor” category.

An AQl reading between zero and 50 is considered “good”,
51 and 100 “satisfactory”, 101 and 200 “moderate”, 201
and 300 “poor”, 301 and 400 “very poor”, and 401 and 500
“severe”.

Read more
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NMC identifies 43 spots of
Godavari pollution

Nashik: Nashik Municipal Corporation (NMC)
has identified 43 spots, from where household
sewage is directly flowing into the Godavari
river through nullahs without treatment, leading
toriver pollution.

The household sewage has been connected to
stormwater lines instead of sewage lines,
hence it is reaching the river. NMC found these
spots during the survey it conducted at 132
locations across the city.

NMC officials said they will soon start sending
notices to the owners of the houses in the
areas. NMC's action comes following the
directive of NMC administrator Ramesh Pawar,
who had ordered the civic...

Read more '§

NCCR study looks to check coastal
pollution in Chennai

CHENNAI: City researchers have started monitoring pollution levels at
marine outfalls (points where effluents are discharged into the sea)
along the 7500km Indian coast and check if the coastal states are
complying to the primary water quality standards (PWQS).

A team from National Centre for Coastal Research (NCCR), Chennai
recently collected water samples along Chennai and Puducherry
coast as part of the exercise. They would be collecting samples at 15
more locations and are expected to complete the monitoring exercise
by July 2022.

The findings of this extensive exercise will help in finalising the
amendment of primary water quality criteria under the proposed
Environment (Protection) Amendment Rules, 2020 by the ministry of
environment, forest and climate change (MoEFCC). “We are
conducting this exercise at marine outfalls for the first time to
determine the standards for seawater use classification and as part of
that work, CPCB (central pollution control board) has asked us to do
compliance studies. Read more
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Apple used almost 20% recycled materials in its devices in 2021

Nearly 20 per cent of all material used in Apple products in 2021 was recycled, the highest-ever use of recycled content, the
company has announced.

For the first time, certified recycled gold was used in the plating of the main logic board and wire in the front camera and the
rear cameras of iPhone 13 and iPhone 13 Pro. To achieve this milestone, Apple said it pioneered industry-leading levels of
traceability to build a gold supply chain of exclusively recycled content.

"As people around the world join in celebrating Earth Day (April 22), we are making real progress in our work to address the
climate crisis and to one day make our products without taking anything from the earth," said Lisa Jackson, Apple's vice
president of Environment, Policy, and Social Initiatives.

Read more

Govt to set up fourth waste

management facility at Verna

<& Panaji: The Goa Waste Management Corporation (GWMC)
has started the process of setting up a fourth solid waste
management plant at Verna Industrial Estate that will cater
to waste generated in Mormugao taluka and some parts of
Salcete taluka.

The plant will be set up in an area of 1 lakh sqm, and it will
treat 250 TPD (tonnes per day) of waste. GWMC has asked
the agency to conduct an environmental impact assessment
(EIA) for the plant.

A senior government officer said that once the EIA study is
completed, the report would be placed before Goa state
environment impact assessment authority for
environmental clearance.

A senior government officer said that as the project is
coming up in an industrial area, there is no need for
conducting a public hearing.

Read more
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NGT panel berates Ludhiana MC for
poor solid waste management

Seven days after a family of ragpickers was charred to
death when their shanty located near the Tajpur Road
dump caught fire, the monitoring committee of the
National Green Tribunal berated the civic body for failing
to manage sold waste in the landfill and directed
officials to set deadlines.

The NGT panel, led by Justice Jasbir Singh (retd), met
deputy commissioner Surabhi Malik, and municipal
corporation commissioner Pardeep Sabharwal among
other officials to discuss 20 metric tonnes of legacy
waste accumulating in the landfill at Punjab Agricultural
University (PAU) on Wednesday.

The committee, which is in the city to probe the deaths,
also visited the site where the shanty that caught fire on
Apr|I 20 was located. Read more

Coimbatore Corp burns garbage

In open, residents worried

COIMBATORE: Residents of Coimbatore city have
raised concerns over sanitary workers burning waste
inthe open.

With 100 wards in five zones of the Coimbatore City
Municipal Corporation (CCMC), officials are having a
tough time clearing garbage from the streets. Lack of
sanitary workers, defunct garbage collection
vehicles, waste segregation, etc., have been
affecting the solid waste management in the city.

Waste collected by sanitary workers is sent to the
Vellalore dump yard in trucks to segregate, process
and make manure. Read more
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Kolkata Metropolitan Development
Authority opens centralised centre for
solid waste management

KOLKATA: State urban development minister and
Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority (KMDA)
chairman Firhad Hakim on Tuesday inaugurated the
KMDA solid waste management center and a
centralised control and monitoring room at Unnayan
Bhavan for all legacy waste sites of the state.

Officials said that there are 90 dump sites for legacy
waste disposal and that the work at all the sites will be
closely monitored from this center. A seminar hall,
research lab and a library will also be set up for
developing a centre of excellence on solid waste
management, officials said. The inauguration of the
centre was followed by the KMDA board meeting.

Read more
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Electric pick up autos for waste

management in Capital

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: As part of the
‘Low Carbon Ananthapuri’ initiative that
aims to reduce carbon footprint and
promote e-mobility, the corporation has
procured 25 e-pickup autorickshaws for
waste management. ‘Low Carbon
Ananthapuri” is one of the main initiatives
pitched by the civic body in the recent
budget. According to the corporation, it will
reduce the capital’s carbon footprint to zero.
Solar power projects, more green spaces,
including Miyawaki forests, e-vehicles,
alternatives for plastics and the promotion
of public transportation are some of the
projects under the initiative.

Read more

From environmental concern to
practical use: study shows old
masks can strengthen cement

With single-use masks during the pandemic now
presenting an environmental problem, researchers
have demonstrated the idea of incorporating old
masks into a cement mixture to create stronger,
more durable concrete. If they are not reused,
disposable masks can remain in the environment for
decades and pose arisk for the ecosystem.

In a paper published in the journal Materials Letters,
researchers showed that the mixture using mask
materials was 47% stronger than commonly used
cement after a month of curing, Washington State
University said in a press release.

Production of cement is a carbon-intensive process,
responsible for 8% of carbon emissions worldwide. If
concretels...

Read more
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Waste mgmt: Company hired to prepare detailed project report

Ludhiana: It seems that for proper solid waste management, it will take few more months. The consultant company that
has arrived in city for preparing the detailed project report (DPR) has been given four months. The company has been asked
tofloat tenders in the first week of September. A meeting took place at MC zone D, Sarabha Nagar office on Friday.

MC commissioner Pardeep Sabharwal has given four months to firm for preparing DPR for IT enabled solid waste

managementin city.

The company gave its presentation about its plan after which they were told to bring the staff by April 30 to start work. On
Saturday, they will visit the main garbage dump as well secondary garbage collection points for data collection.

Within yr, comprehensive waste mgmt

Margao: Minister for waste management Atanasio
‘Babush” Monserrate said that within the next 12-18
months, a comprehensive waste management project
will be up and running at Sonsoddo which will resolve
Margao's garbage problem.

Read more

Read more

Use of single-use plastic carry bags
resumes in city

Inthe name of addressing customers’ requests, some of
the supermarkets and retail shops in the district have
resumed the supply of various articles in the banned
category of plastic carry bags. The reduced number of
surprise inspections by the health department squads
and other local vigilance committees is reportedly
prompting many small scale traders to go back to the
single-use plastic carry bag custom. Read more
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HDMC mulling over introducing door-to-door collection of e-waste

Hubballi: In a bid to prevent pile-up of electronic waste, the Hubballi-Dharwad Municipal Corporation (HDMC) has decided
to segregate e-waste, along the lines of dry and wet garbage. Electronic waste will henceforth be collected at the
doorstep. Acknowledging the potential that electronic waste offers in terms of commercial value, which many non-
government organisations (NGOs) have pointed to, the HDMC has decided to set the wheels in motion for collection of e-

waste across the twin cities.

HDMC, which has put in place all the infrastructure for converting wet waste to compost, has turned its focus towards e-
waste. Lack of awareness about how best to dispose of e-waste, coupled with lack of avenues where defunct devices can
be sold or traded, has resulted in the collection and management of electronic waste a niggling problem f%etggncqi(\)/ir%

authorities.

Delhi: Eco-park to help clean up

electronic waste

NEW DELHI: The country’s first eco-park for
recycling, refurbishing and dismantling electronic
waste in an environmentally sound manner will
come up in Narela.

As experts have estimated that the majority of the e-
waste is currently recycled by the informal sector in
the city, officials said these operators, having a
sufficient knowledge base in the collection network,
would be involved in the formal sector after giving
training to their workers.

“The purpose of setting up the park is e-waste
management in Delhi through formal recycling and
ensuring thatall electronic... Read more
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India not part of greenhouse gas

problem, will be big part of solution:
Environment Minister

India is not a part of the greenhouse gas
emissions problem but it will be a big part of the
solution to climate change, Union Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav said on \Wednesday.
He claimed that the developed nations were not
fulfilling their promises of climate finance and
technology transfer.

Participating in the Raisina Dialogue 2022,
which entered its third day, Yadav asserted that
India was determined to achieve economic
prosperity and enhance its renewable energy

Ny capacity.

Read more

‘Time for climate change running out,
emissions must be halved by 2030

Bathinda: Without immediate and deep emission reduction across all
sectors, limiting global warming to 1.5°C (pre-industrial revolution
levels) is beyond reach. This is in the latest Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) report that 278 scientists from 65 countries
have prepared and released recently.

we are running out of time

It says the emissions must be halved by 2030.

In the past decade (2010-2019), the average annual global
greenhouse gas emissions were at their highest level in human
history but the rate of growth has slowed down due to increasing
evidence of climate action. IPCC working group-Ill co-chairman Jim
Skea said: “It is now or never, if we want to limit global warming to
1.5°C(2.7°F)."

“We are at a crossroads. The decisions we make now can secure a
livable future. We have the tools and knowhow required to limit
warming,” said IPCC chairman Hoesung Lee, asking for effective
policies and regulations.

Read more
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China promotes coal in setback for efforts to cut emissions

BEIJING (AP) — China is promoting coal-fired power as the ruling Communist Party tries to revive a sluggish economy,
prompting warnings Beijing is setting back efforts to cut climate-changing carbon emissions from the biggest global
source.

Official plans call for boosting coal production capacity by 300 million tons this year, according to news reports. That is
equal to 7% of last year's output of 4.1 billion tons, which was an increase of 5.7% over 2020.

China is one of the biggest investors in wind and solar, but jittery leaders called for more coal-fired power after economic
growth plunged last year and shortages caused blackouts and factory shutdowns. Russia’s attack on Ukraine added to
anxiety that foreign oil and coal supplies might be disrupted.

Read more

John Kerry is trying to convince the world
to act on climate change. Russia's war
made it that much harder

John Kerry has a mission: To convince the rest of the world to
embrace renewable energy and slash their planet-warming
emissions. But the US Climate Envoy's job isn't getting any easier in
year two.

With global temperatures and fossil fuel emissions climbing to new
highs, Russia's war in Ukraine is roiling energy markets and putting
short-term climate goals at risk. Countries -- including the US and UK
-- are planning to drill more of their own oil and gas to fill the void of
the Russian energy they've banned.

Meanwhile, China, the world's largest greenhouse gas emitter,
appears to be doubling down on coal as it prioritizes energy security.
Even with China producing vast amounts of renewables, the
country's continued coal use could doom the goal of limiting global
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

Read more
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15 years in making, Madhya Pradesh

diamond project hits green hurdle again

The Rs 2,500-crore Bunder mining project, which promises
a haul of over 34 million carats of rough diamonds, possibly
the largest in Asia, has come up against environmental
hurdles again.

Read more

Uttarakhand: 115 wildfire incidents in a day,

149 ha forest gutted

DEHRADUN: Uttarakhand forest department recorded 115
fire incidents on Thursday in which 149.05 hectares of land
turned into ashes causing aloss of nearly Rs 5.26 lakh.

Read more
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Pashupati Group

Kashipur
Manufacturer of

» Recycled Polyester Staple Fiber
(Solid/Hollow/Dyed Colour Fiber/Specialty Fiber)
» Woven Fabric & Bags
» Recycled PET Chips
Calcium Fillers & Additives
» Synthetic Yarns
Pet Flakes (Natural/Green/Brown/Mix)
> PP Fiber
» Master Batches (PET/LD/PP/PE Based)
» Recycled PP/HDPE Granules & Sheet Cutting
» Waste Management & EPR Services

Village-Hariyawala, Hariyawala-Kunda Road,

Kashipur, District-Udham Singh Nagar-244713
Uttarakhand, INDIA

@ +91 96340-97028

224 fibre@pashupatigrp.com
@ www.pashupatigrp.com
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Recycling and Environment Industry Association of India offers the
following training programmes and Environment services
for Industries, consultants and other environmental practitioners.

- Title of Programme Brief description

S. No
1

2

Continuous Emission Monitoring
Systems (CEMS) and Continuous
Effluent Quality Monitoring Systems
(CEQMS)

Applicable Environmental
Legislations, Norms and Compliance
Verification

Environment Management in
Industries

Good Quality Environmental Impact
Assessment

Audit of Air Quality Monitoring
Systems and Procedures

Two days

One day

Three days

Three days

As required

Other Environmental Services

Brief description

Environmental Audit

Advisory services for
Environment Clearance

the EC

Through VC

Through VC or in-

person

In- person

Offline

In-Plant

Verification of regulatory compliance, Assessment of
compliance to Company’s Environmental Policy and
internal systems and procedures, ldentification of
environmental risks and opportunities forimprovements

Assisting the project proponent in preparing a high quality
EIA report as well as in submitting appropriate responses
and presentations to the Expert Committees so as to obtain

To provide a comprehensive
understanding of the real-time monitoring
technologies and data validation to
ensure correct implementation of the real
time monitoring of emissions and effluent
quality.

To develop a better understanding and
knowledge of the various environmental
laws and their inter-relationship.

Sensitise and empower the environment
managers as well as line managers to
ensure improved environmental
compliance of the organisation.

For EIA consultants: What constitutes a
good EIA; how to prepare. Focus on
interactive learning through real-life
examples, discussions and exercises.

Comprehensive review of the various
aspects of AAQM, stack and fugitive
emissions monitoring systems

Contact for more details:
Email ID: reiarecycle@gmail.com
Tel :(L) 01121820042

(M) 9599263135, 9873487630
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The shocking truth about sustainability

No brand or business can afford to ignore sustainability
today or they nisk alienating the savvy, eco-conscious
customer of tomorrow. But as brands increasingly don
the mantle of sustainability, are they really going the extra
mile or is it all just lip service? Kiran Khalap explores four
paradoxical trends that have been dominating business
and brand marketing...

Apologies. That headline was clickbait.

This piece doesn't explain all things sustainability in
great depth. Instead, it looks to explain the complete
spectrum of businesses and brands’ commitment to
sustainability.

At the outset, here's outlining the five mega trends
dominating business and brand marketing post the
social media age (read since 2003, when MySpace
launched) and post the pandemic: Sustainability,
purpose, safety, transparency and equality.
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By Kiran Khalap
Source : brandequity

For the first time in the history of marketing, brands are
accountable not just to their usual stakeholders —
consumers, employees, partners and vendors — but to a
new, unheard of stakeholder: The future. That's future
generations, future Earth.

For now, though, let’s quickly visit the paradoxes in the
four trends apart from sustainability before coming back:

PURPOSE

Here's Exhibit A: The Unilever website says, “In 2018, our
28 Sustainable Brands —those taking action to support
positive change for people and the planet— grew 69%
faster than the rest of our business. That's up from 46% in
2017.Theyalso delivered 75% of our overall growth.”
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But then, one of Unilever's higgest investors — fund
manager Terry Smith, founder of Fundsmith Equity Fund
— branded Unilever’s focus on sustainability and brand
purpose as ‘ludicrous’, claiming the strategy led to the
FMCG giant’s underwhelming performance last year. “A
company which feels it has to define the purpose of
Hellmann's mayonnaise has in our view clearly lost the
plot. The Hellmann's brand has existed since 1913, so we
would guess that by now consumers have figured out its
purpose (spoiler alert — salads and sandwiches),” Smith
said at the time.

Thisis the Purpose Paradox in research.

SAFETY

The pandemic has demonstrated to all segments of
society that there is danger in everything they consume:
Air, water, food, even cosmetics (the so-called ‘Toxic
Twelve’ contaminants in cosmetics).

The next exhibit, however, is Hermes, the definition of
luxury in apparel and bags. It entered cosmetics in 2020
with 24 lipsticks. Safety was one of the brand’s claims to
fame, besides sustainability, of course.

At the other end of the spectrum is Kratom, an organic,
natural, herbal supplement. The problem? The FDA tied at
least 44 deathsin the US to Kratom's use.

TRANSPARENCY

The next exhibit is Everlane. The fashion brand became
the poster child of “radical transparency”, the phrase they
used in 2011 to summarise what their website did:
Reveal costs as well as profit. At this, every Hollywood
influencer turned into afan.

Until 2020, that is. That's the year The New York Times
revealed how un-transparent they had been about their
racial bias and ethical behaviour.

EQUALITY

Here, P&G scored very high with their 2010 ‘Proud
Sponsor of Moms’ initiative around the Olympics
(directed by legendary film director Alejandro Gonzélez
Inarritu). It was the most successful campaign in the
company’s 175-year-old history. But, in 2019, the media
revealed that in the UK, it paid some of its female workers
28.5% less than their male colleagues.

Recycling & Environment

SUSTAINABILITY

No brand or business, however ‘unclean’ — even coal,
steel or chemicals — can afford to ignore sustainability
today.

Everyone is scurrying to hop on to the bandwagon,
unfortunately without realising that they will be called out
formere lip service.

Take Patagonia. Its mission statement reads: \We're in
business to save our home planet. It's one of the few
brands that says it would rather lose business than
promote non-earth-friendliness, which is the litmus test of
true belief. In 2019, for example, it stopped marketing its
co-branded fleece jackets to companies that were
“ecologically damaging”, including “religious
group/churches, food groups, political affiliated
companies/groups, financial institutions, and more”.

Another exhibit: Seven billion human beings use up 21
billion sneakers. \When the sneakers die, they become
part of landfills that refuse to biodegrade. Enter AllBirds.
They claim that “roughly 57% of footwear and 64% of
apparel is made from synthetic materials. The problem
with synthetic materials? They're made from plastics.
Plastics come from oil. And oil is a fossil fuel that's
accelerating climate change”.

The next exhibit is the most critical, though: Adidas.
Adidas has tied up with tiny AllBirds, theoretically, a
competitor, to create shoes that are not just
biodegradable, but have the lowest carbon footprint.

Sohere’sa summary

1. A'brand’s commitment to the values of sustainability is
exhibited inits behaviour, not in its communication.

2. A brand’s commitment is exhibited in its ability to
sacrifice revenue forits beliefin sustainability.

3. Brands will continue to don the mantle of sustainability
to ride trends, but the social media universe will reveal
your nakedness if your behaviour does not match your
belief.

And thus, the sustainability balance can be restored.

T S, 4 "
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Why it's hard to turn off plastic waste tap

The discovery of the Great Pacific Garbage Patch in the
late 1990s brought the realisation that plastic does not
simply vanish after its useful life. Nearly a quarter of a
century later, in early March this year, a global resolution
targeting plastic pollution was finally adopted by 175
countries at the United Nations Environment Program’s
(UNEP) fifth annual Environmental Assembly.

Described as “the most significant environmental
multilateral deal since the Paris accord” by UNEP
executive director Inger Andersen, the motion aims to
create a global treaty to address the entire plastics life
cycle, starting from the demand for fossil fuels to the
management of plastic waste. The aim s to have legally
binding mechanisms applicable to all signatories.

MOST PLASTIC WASTE ENDS UP IN LANDFILLS, INCINERATORS
Global plastics use has quadrupled in 30 years, mainly driven by emerging markets
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By Shreeshan Venkatesh
Source : The Times of India

Less than a tenth of plastic waste is recycled
Plastic waste, end-of-life fate (% of total, major zones), 2019

China responsible for a fifth of
plastic waste in environment
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Mountains Of Plastic

At the current rate, enough plastic to fill up one cargo ship
and of the roughly 8. 3 hillion tonnes produced between
1950 and 2015, 80% has gone to landfills or become
entrenched in soil, water and food systems. Only 9% of the
plastics ever created have beenrecycled.

Although demand for plasthe channels of plastic pollution
have been fairly concentrated. For example, 90% of marine
plastic pollution is attributed to just 10 river systems,
predominantly in Asia. The growing export of plastic waste
from developed economies to emerging economies with
relatively lax regulations is partly to blame for this.
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While economic global international policy frame-

works concerned with plastic pollution have remained
limited to broad and fragmented and agreements with
few specific targets and actions. The adoption of the
Paris Agreement for climate action in 2015 provided a
much-needed impetus to pursue international
agreements on global environmental concerns,
including plastic pollution.

Although plastic has been UNEA's agenda since its first
session in 2014, the demand for a global agreement
gathered steam after the outbreak of the coronavirus
pandemic. While lockdowns saw the industrial use of
plastics roughly halve from 4. 6MT in 2019 to 2. 6MT in
2020, demand for single-use plastics (SUPs) surged,
especially in the medical sector. Up to 9. 8MT of
pandemic associated plastic waste is estimated to have
been created around the world.

As the world was still absorbing the ramifications of the
pandemic, support for a global Plastic Pollution
Declaration continued to grow. The declaration, which
had the support of 79 governments by 2021, eventually
became a precursor to the global agreement which
cameayear later.

Challenges Ahead

The adoption of the resolution on plastics has been
widely welcomed, but its implementation won't be easy.
The multitude of standards and regulatory measures is a

Recycling & Environment

hurdle. Bans and regulations on some SUPs like shopping
bags have been the most-used policy instrument, but
have had limited impact. There are currently no economy-
wide taxes or obligations that structurally reduce the
consumption of plastics. This is partly due to the
complexity of introducing taxes in an international market,
particularly one linked so heavily with global oil and energy
markets.

The success of a global agreement on plastics would to a
large extent depend on the establishment of consistent
and similar standards and norms around the world. Its
implementation will ultimately depend on the availability
of considerable capital to effect structural changes in
production and waste management. While this financial
burden will be felt more in low and middle-income
countries, it raises the question of who should bear the
responsibility of cleaning up. economies have been
responsible for the vast majority of plastic waste
accumulated in natural environments. The issue of who
pays echoes the debate surrounding the linking of the
developed world’s financial obligations for its historical
responsibility in climate change negotiations. Official
development assistance targeting plastics makes up just
0. 55% of the initial annualised requirement of more than
$27 billion to implement circular economy solutions in
developing countries.

The parallels with the global action on climate change are
not limited to issues of finance. Plastics are estimated to
contribute around 4. 5% of the total global greenhouse gas
emissions. By 2050 the sector is projected to be
responsible for 20% of global petroleum consumption and
15% of the global carbon budget. As a result, the fate of
any future global agreement on plastics is inextricably
linked to the energy and climate policies around the world
and progress in global climate negotiations.

While these links could expedite progressive actions to
limit demand for plastics and improve circularity,
disruptions in collaborative climate action could very well
amplify inertia in the uphill climb towards establishing a
consolidated global framewaork to regulate plastics. If the
experience with global climate action is anything to go by,
effective structural change may ultimately hinge on a
sustained appetite among national governments to close
the loops, and optimise resource and energy efficiency in
management of plastics.
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s the apex court backtracking on
environmental principles?

In 1987, the Supreme Court categorically prioritised life,
health and ecology over unemployment and loss of
revenue in the case of M.C. Mehta v. Union of India [(1987)
4 SCC 463]. Now, over three decades later, the apex court
appears to have revisited this view, carving out subtle
exceptions to its application. On March 25, the court held
that a technical irregularity should not come in the way of
the functioning of an establishment which contributes to
the economy and provides livelihood, irrespective of
whether or not the unit actually causes pollution. The
technical irregularity in question, however, happens to be
the failure by a business to obtain prior environmental
clearance (EC) in accordance with the provisions of
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification,
2006, a legal mandate that enshrines the various
environmental principles which the court has itself
propounded over the years.

The recent judgment comes in the case of M/S Pahwa
Plastics Pvt. Ltd. & Anr. Vs. Dastak Ngo & Ors [Civil Appeal
No. 4795 of 2021] in an appeal filed by two micro, small
and medium enterprises involved in the manufacturing of
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By Tarika Jain
Source : Hindustan Times

formaldehyde, an organic chemical. The appellants had
complied with the mandates of Water (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 and Air (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, but had not obtained an EC
as neither they, nor the Haryana State Pollution Control
Board (HSPCB), were sure whether such an EC was
actually needed in this particular case.

The process of EIA has been established under the
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 to give effect to the
precautionary principle. Risk of harm from an action should
be averted when there is scientific uncertainty on its
consequences, and thus, no activity shall be undertaken,
unless a prior EC is obtained. The granting of EC involves a
rigorous four-stage process, including a detailed study into
the potential impacts of the activity on the environment
and a public consultation to address the concerns of the
relevant stakeholders.

RECYCLING AND ENVIRONMENT INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION OF INDIA



Articles

Only once the authorities are satisfied with the suitability
of the activity as regards the environment, and
appropriate conditions are stipulated for the compliance
of the project proponent, can an EC be granted. It is a
mandatory process that safeguards the right to life of local
communities and the interests of the environment. The
environment encompasses water, air and land and inter-
relationship of these with human beings, other living
creatures, plants, micro-organism and property. In
contradistinction, the Water Act and Air Act are
concerned specifically with water and air as natural
resources that must be protected from pollution. So, while
complying with the two Acts ensures that the industry is
not polluting, the prior EC indicates that the industry is
environmentally sustainable as a whole.

It is non-compliance of this mandatory provision, which
the court has called a mere ‘procedural lapse” and a
‘technical irregularity’. The court was of the opinion that
by merely obtaining the consents under the \Water and Air
Act, the activities were compliant with environmental
norms, without accounting for the larger repercussions of
these activities on the local communities and ecology. The
court has set a worrying precedent that paves the way for
regularising ex-post facto ECs in other cases of violation.

The court finds the justification for such a conclusionin the
General Clauses Act, 1897 and the prior decision in the
case of Electrosteel Steels Limited v. Union of India [2021
SCC online SC 1247]. It states that the environment
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ministry has the power to modify the 2006 Notification,
since it had the power to enact it in the first place.
However, can any modification of law occur simply by
permitting it to not be executed by the letter? Can any
amendment go against the very scheme of the parent
Act? Further, the facts in the Electrosteel case were
slightly different from the present case. There an EC had
been obtained for the project, but the site had been shifted
without an appropriate modification in the EC. In the
present case, there is no EC obtained at all. In both the
cases, these violations were termed as technical
irregularities.

In an earlier case in 2004, faced with the question of
whether or not to shut down mining operations, the court
once again weighed economic interests against
environmental damage. It decided that when in doubt
protection of the environment would have precedence
over the economic interest and that anticipatory action
will have to be taken to prevent harm. This time around,
however, the court has chosen to depart from its legacy
and imply that the environment is not its priority. The court
would not have taken ignorance of law as an excuse and it
certainly would not have assumed that an industry was
non-polluting and, therefore, environmentally sound
without referring to any scientific evidence. \When the
world is moving towards sustainable development goals
and environmental rule of law, our apex courts perhaps
needs to have a moment of reflection on its role in shaping
the environmental regime in the country in the future.
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How ending mining would change the world

Mining fuels the modern world, but it also causes vast
environmental damage. \What would happen if we tried to
do without it?

"If you can't grow it, you have to mine it" goes the miner's
credo. The extraction of minerals, metals and fuels from
the ground is one of humankind's oldest industries. And our
appetite foritis growing.

Society is more dependent on both greater variety and
larger volumes of mined substances than ever before. If
you live in a middle-income country, every year you use
roughly 17 tonnes of raw materials — equivalent to the
weight of three elephants and twice as much as 20 years
ago. Fora personinahigh-income country, itis 26 tonnes —
orfour and a half elephants' worth.

Extracting new materials continues to be cheaper than re-
use for many substances, leading some experts to sound
the warning about the increasing pressure of mines on the
natural world. A growing chorus is concerned that
environmental toll of mine-caused pollution and
biodiversity loss, as well as the social impacts caused to
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By Laura Cole
Source : BBC

local communities, could sometimes outweigh the
benefits of mining.

But what if we stopped extraction of fossil fuels and
minerals entirely? What if, in order to better protect the
environment, humanity decided the contents of the Earth's
crust were off limits?

It's an unlikely scenario, to be sure, and one that would
cause hardship for many people — particularly if it
happened suddenly. But imagining a world without access
to the underground allows us to examine how dependent
we have become on this ongoing extraction. It also invites
us to consider the frivolousness with which we often then
throw these materials away, and to examine the
overlooked potential in this waste as a source of new
materials.
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So could considering the end of mining help to change
how we use materials today?

Victor Maus, a researcher in geoinformatics and
sustainability at the University of Economics and Business
in Vienna, Austria, has spent the last three years poring
over satellite images of the Earth's surface to estimate the
total area humans currently give over to mining. The
results surprised him. "It's a country-sized area, and that's
Just with the mines that are reported," he says.

The land size of mining had never been surveyed by
satellite before, making it tricky to train a computer how to
identify mines from thousands of photos. Maus and his
team therefore had no choice but to make his estimates
by eye, and spent hours tracing polygons around the
shapes of open pits, shafts and waste tailings ponds. '
was seeing polygonsinmy sleep," he says.

Above ground, he found, mining sites covered around
100,000 sq km (38,600 sq miles), larger than Austria or
five times the size of Wales. "And that's just the mines that
areactive," says Maus.

Mining is also one of the most basic forms of enterprise,
and many locations are unreported. "In reality, the world's
totalmining areais even larger.”

On the first day of a world that stopped mining, the activity
across this collective expanse would grind to a halt.
Workers in the Democratic Republic of Congo's deep
cobalt pits would drop their shovels, colossal
bucketwheels in Germany's brown coal mines would
cease to strip mine, and the small boats in the Mekong
delta would stop sucking up sands.
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The first shockwave would be to jobs. Across the world,
ending mining would terminate an estimated four million
formal jobs in the industry. And the toll wouldn't stop
there.

"There's a number of [further] people that rely indirectly on
mining sites that would make it greater," says Eléonore
Lebre, who researches the social impacts of mining from
the University of Queensland. More than 100 million
livelihoods in work connected to artisanal mining — groups
and individuals that mine on smaller scale, often informally
—wouldbe lost.

Lebre's research has involved studying the effect of mine
closure on towns in remote Australia. "In rural areas,
where there might have been mining operations for
decades, you have communities that have grown to
depend on them." In a world of no mining, ghost towns
would be created almost overnight.

These impacts wouldn't stay confined to those
communities for long. By day seven, massive ripples
would be feltin society. "Energy would be the chief worry,"
says John Thompson, a mining consultant and professor
of sustainability based in Vancouver. "And coal would be
thefirsttogo."

Coal is heavy and bulky, so it moves around the world in
short supply chains — often going straight from mine to
power plant. "Because it takes up so much space, power
stations don't have much to rely on in terms of stockpiles,"
he says. The constant conveyor belt would empty very
quickly if mining came toan end.
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