RECYCLING AND ENVIRONMENT INDUSTRY ASSQCIATION OF INDIA

REIAI Weekly E-Newsletter

Recycling & environment

Year 6, Issue no. 40

We have forgotten how to be good guests,
how to walk lightly on the earth as its other creatures do.

Barbara Ward

Oil-rich UAE to burn waste to make power
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Diesel generator sets banned
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Ail‘green crackers have toxic
heavy metals: Awaaz Foundation

Margao gets 5 tonne/day bio plant
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Message from Director General

Friends,

Air quality in Delhi and NCR keeps making headlines in India — on account of it being
the national capital and also having the dubious distinction of being the global
pollution capital! Around Deepawali festival, the pollution is beyond the imagination
of people who have not actually experienced it. The combined effect of stubble
burning, which is at its peak around this time, and the bursting of firecrackers — ban
notwithstanding —makes this part of geography truly unliveable.

I made a decision to shift out of NCR this year and into Jaipur. And | thought | made a
good decision. Of course, Jaipur's AQl used to be at 1/3rd the NCR levels through the
year. It still is around Deepawali —a more mild 300+ compared to NCR's 500+ . But
the noise was something else. People like me could not sleep on Deepawali night
with noise levels beyond 90 decibels within closed walls. And all these crackers
were firing despite bans in place!

Mr Nyati in his piece this week takes forward the discussion on a conducive
environmental regulatory framework. This time, he argues why there should be
clauses in all the environmental regulations for periodic reviews and why the
purpose of the law should be expressly mentioned in the preamble to the regulation.

We at REIAI bring to you an array of experts for a bouquet of training programmes
and environmental services, listed at page 21.

We look forward to receiving your contributions to the newsletter and feedback on
how to improve and enrich the content further.

Enjoy reading!

6 November 2021
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R K Bansal

Secretary & Director General




K'P Nyati

Executive Director & Founder
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PERIODIC REVIEW CLAUSE IN LAWS

As we noted last week, that the clauses such as a trigger for review and as to how long the given
regulation will remain in force, are by and large conspicuously absent in most of the rules and
regulations.

Why reviews of rules and regulations at predefined frequency are important? At the very outset,
we need to recognise that every rule or regulation has certain objective that is sought to be
achieved. It must, therefore, be argued that the objective should be clearly articulated in the
preamble. Without doubt, it will be enormously useful if the stated objective is assessable and
measurable. If preamble could also include that the instrumentality of rules or regulations is the
best way to attain the stated objective.

Let us also take note of the fact that one would need requisite information as to where we are
currently with respect to the objective. If there are informational or requisite data deficiencies,
the preamble may include as to how hard data in the context of the objective shall be obtained
andanalysed.

What has been articulated in above two paragraphs may sound, to some, a garland of good
wishes and therefore unpragmatic. But let us not lose sight of the utility of periodic reviews. It is
common knowledge and we all should acknowledge, as to why the Environment Clearance
Notification -2006 underwent several amendments and many other related issues were
addressed through office Memorandums.

We also did not have all the information before the Battery Management & Handling Rules were
first notified. But the fact remains that prior to this rule all the waste Lead-Acid Batteries were
getting recycled. They are getting recycled today as well. What we did not know prior to these
rules is, how much is getting recycled through formal sector and how much is recycled by the
informal sector. Post BMHR, we have information as to around 30% of waste batteries getting
recycled in the formal sector. But we have no idea as to how informal sector is recycling waste
Lead Acid batteries now. \We also did not have any idea about the informal sector and where does
it exist or how this sector operates. The moot question therefore is: what difference did BMHR
make?

The above discussion very strongly articulates the relevance of reviewing the rules and
regulations periodically. It also strongly supports the necessity of a well articulated objective in
the preamble. For that to happen, we unquestionably need more information.

Information is power and empowering ourselves in the digitised world of today should not be all
that difficult. More next week and belated Happy Deepavali.
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Take steps to protect environment:
Experts

PATNA: Even as the state government has, of late,
taken several initiatives for conserving its natural
environment and increasing its green cover, it is
still far away from meeting the national standards.
The vegetative cover of the state is less than 15%
of its geographical area and a large segment of its
population have not yet been provided with the
minimum basic facilities of health and sanitation,
say experts.

They pleaded that necessary steps should be
taken for protecting the urban environment from

getting polluted and ensuring safe disposal of solid
and liquid wastes. “Our old time-tested
conservation practices should be brought back in
practice for ensuring the sound health of all

ecosystems,” they said. Read more

33 DPCC teams to enforce ban on diesel
gensets in Delhi

A day after the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
banned the use of diesel generator (DG) sets across Delhi
and the National Capital Region (NCR), the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC) said 33 teams will soon be
making the rounds of Delhi to identify violators and penalise
them.

Only emergency and essential services have been
exempted from the ban and these included health-care
facilities (for escalators and elevators), railway stations,
airports, interstate bus terminals, the Delhi Metro, sewage
treatment plants and national security related activities.

Read more
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Despite measures to curb pollution in place
at Central Vista construction site,

environmental concerns persist

NEW DELHI: Environmental experts are concerned that the
National Capital's pollution level will add up this winter due
to the ongoing construction of the Central Vista Avenue
project at the heart of New Delhi. However, contractors of
the project claim they have put in place measures to curb
the pollution at the site.

An official of Shapoorji Pallonji Engineering and
Construction, the company that won the tender for the
redevelopment of Central Vista Avenue told ANI that the
project site is equipped with around 12 measures to curb
pollution. Read more
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For net-zero, India needs 5,600
GW of solar capacity, coal
usage drop by 99%: CEEW

“ForIndia to reach its bold target of having net-zero
emissions by 2070, the country’s solar power
capacity would have to rise to over 5,600 G\, coal
use particularly in the power sector will have to
drop by 99 per cent by 2060 and crude oil would
need to peak by 2050 and fall substantially by 90
per cent in the two decades thereafter,” CEEW
India said.

it

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday
surprised delegates at the COP26 climate summit
with a bold pledge to cutting emissions at the
world’s third-biggest emitter to net-zero by 2070.

Read more

PM Modi calls for ‘One Sun, One
World, One Grid' to improve
viability of solar power

Emphasising that everything is created from Sun, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday called for ‘One Sun,
One World, One Grid' to improve the viability of solar power
and announced that India's space agency ISRO will soon
provide the world a calculator that can measure solar
energy potential of any region across the globe.

Addressing world leaders at the event ‘Accelerating Clean
Technology Innovation and Deployment' on the sidelines of
the climate summit here, Modi said that fossil fuel
powered many nations to become wealthy during the
industrial revolution, but it made the earth and
environment poor. “The industrial revolution was powered
by fossil fuels. Several countries prospered by the use of
fossil fuels but it also left our Earth and environment
poorer. The race for fossil fuels also created geopolitical
tensions. However, today, technology has presented us
with a better alternative,” he said.

Read more
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Air Pollution

51% cut in stubble burning
this season against
corresponding period last
year: Air quality panel

beenimposed for crop residue burning.

Recycling & Environment

Incidents of stubble burning have come down by over 51 per cent this
season so far compared to the corresponding period last year, according to
the Centre’s Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM).

The panel said enforcement agencies have inspected 8,575 sites in Punjab,

Haryana and NCR districts of Uttar Pradesh and an environmental

compensation of around Rs 58 lakh has been imposed for crop residue
The panel said enforcement agencies  burning.

have inspected 8,575 sites in Punjab,
Haryana and NCR districts of Uttar
Pradesh and an environmental
compensation of around Rs 58 lakh has

Read more

Only green crackers this
Deepavali in Kerala

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: With
just two days to go for Deepavali,
the Kerala State Pollution Control
Board has mandated that only eco-
friendly ‘green crackers’ shall be
soldand used for celebration.

As per its direction, the time period
for bursting crackers has been
restricted between 7pmand 10pm
on Deepavali, which falls on

Thursday.
Read more

Ghaziabad ‘most polluted’
city for third time since
October 15

Ghaziabad was listed as the ‘most
polluted city” on October 16 with
the AQl recorded at 349 -- for the
first time after the implementation
of the graded response action plan
(Grap) on October 15 this year, on
Friday (October 29) with the AQI at
321, and on Monday (November 1)
with the AQI at 363 -- the highest
sofar

Read more

At 2,895, Punjab records
season’s highest farm

fires in a day

Punjab on Sunday reported this
harvest season’s highest paddy
straw burning instances —2,895 —
even as their tally of 13, 124 this
year remained almost half of that
until the corresponding date last
year, officials aware of the matter
said. Nearly 28,000 instances of
stubble burning were reported until
October 31 last year.

Read more
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Air Pollution
Ahead of Diwa

The air quality index (AQI) of Bahadurgarh and Faridabad
was 318 and 306, respectively, whereas the AQl of
Panipat, Gurugram, Rohtak, Kaithal, Hisar, Yamunanagar,
Kurukshetra, Bhiwani, Charkhi Dadri and Daruhera was
between 200 and 300.

According to the Central Pollution Control Board, AQl
between 0 to 50 is considered good, 51 to 100
satisfactory, 101 to 200 moderate, 201 to 300 poor, 301 to
400 very poor, and above 400 is severe.

Most of the Haryana cities have very poor and poor quality

Grap ban on diesel generators removed
from Gurugram, Faridabad

The ban was imposed in October last year as per the orders
of the National Green Tribunal(NGT) to prevent rising air
pollution in Delhi-NCR. These measures are meant to be
implemented as a matter of course between October 15
and March 15 every year — which also happens to be the
official length of the winter pollution cycle. Kuldeep Singh,
regional officer, HSPCB, said, “As the air quality is
improving with the onset of summer, the ban imposed on
diesel generators under Grap has been lifted by the Central
Pollution Control Board. An order in this regard was issued
last week. Read more
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I, air quality of most Haryana cities deteriorates again

and very poor quality air causes respiratory illness on
prolonged exposure and poor air quality causes breathing
discomfort to most people on prolonged exposure.

The deteriorating air quality is a cause of concern as the
officials monitoring air pollution predicted strong
possibility that it may get worse further by the end of this
week. With 775 incidents of farm fire, Kaithal district is at
the top, followed by Karnal (740), Kurukshetra (459),
Fatehabad (393), Ambala (186), Jind (183), and
Yamunanagar (113).

Read more

A
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Only 11% of pollution-related complaints
in Delhi-NCR resolved: CPCB

Agencies that are supposed to tackle air pollution-related
complaints across the national Capital region are faring
poorly, according to the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) data. Only 11% of the complaints have been
resolved since October 15, when measures under the
Graded Response Action Plan (Grap) first come into force,
the data shows. Delhi is faring worse, with only 9% of the
total complaints (26 of 277) resolved so far.

Read more
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Air Pollution

All 'green crackers' have toxic
heavy metals: Awaaz Foundation

MUMBAI: After Awaaz foundation found only one
cracker out of 12 samples of 'green crackers'
flouting the noise levels, shockingly it has found
almost all of them containing the toxic heavy
metals such as mercury, lithium, lead and arsenic.
These metallic elements are considered systemic
toxicants that are known to induce multiple organ
damage, even at lower levels of exposure. They
are also classified as human carcinogens (known
or probable) according to the international
environmental protection agencies and the
International Agency for Research on Cancer. They
also contribute to greenhouse gas emissions and
thus the climate change.

Read more

- = T R i
y 1 L ! W S s

Delhi chokes for breath as cracker
ban goes for toss in Diwali

The situation was aggravated further as the festivities
were coincided with seasonal farm fires, fumes from
whichinvade the national capital around winter.

People from several parts of the city and its suburbs
complained of itchy throat and watery eyes, as a layer of
smog, the first episode this season, enveloped the
environment, news agency PTl reported.

Residents of Lajpat Nagar in south Delhi, Burari in north
Delhi, Paschim Vihar in west Delhi and Shahdara in east
Delhi reported incidents of firecracker bursting as early as
7pm, despite the blanket ban in the national capital till
January 1, 2022. The Haryana government had also
imposed a ban on Sunday on the sale or use of all kinds of
firecrackers in 14 of its districts in the National Capital
Region, while curbs were put in other parts.

Read more
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Water pollution: Lifestyle chemicals among ‘emerging contaminants’

found In Patna groundwater

A total of 73 EOCs were detected within the 51
groundwater samples in the study that has been
published in the Environmental Pollution journal and was
carried out by experts from the Mahavir Cancer Sansthan
and Research Centre (Patna), Department of Earth and
Environmental Sciences and Williamson Research Centre
for Molecular Environmental Science (University of
Manchester), British Geological Survey, Groundwater
Hydrology Division, National Institute of Hydrology
(Roorkee), National Laboratory Service (Devon) and the
School of Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences

(University of Birmingham).

According to the study, the EOCs included compounds in
the neonicotinoids (a systemic agricultural insecticide
resembling nicotine) insecticides class (compounds on
the European Commission 2018 surface water Watch),
perfluoroalkylated substances (family of man-made
chemicals), certain compounds on the World Health
Organization’s highly important antimicrobial list -2018,
among other contaminants.

Read more

Toxic 'forever chemicals' contaminating
US tap water, claims report

Millions of peaple living in the United States are at the risk
of developing cancer and other problems such as liver
disease due to the contaminated tap water they are
consuming, a report by a leading environmental group has
claimed. The Environmental Working Group, in its report
claimed that toxic contaminants have been discovered in
the tap water, which is consumed by Americans on a daily
basis. In the report, researchers discovered 56 new
contaminants, including pesticides and radioactive
materials, in tap water. The problem is mainly caused by
the decaying infrastructure... Read more

Yamuna pollution: NDMC cannot shift
responsibility to other authority, says NGT
on summoning violators

The National Green tribunal has dismissed a plea filed by
North Delhi Municipal Corporation (NrDMC) to summon
the violators who have refused to pay Rs 5,000 fine for
throwing waste or other items in the Yamuna river saying it
cannot shift its own responsibility and obligation to any
other body or authority. A bench of Justices Sudhir
Agarwal and Brijesh Sethi refused to entertain the plea by
the corporation which had also sought directions to the

Revenue Authorities... Read more
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Scrap to sustainability:
A Bengaluru startup’s
attempt to set up
environment-friendly offices

The documentary prompted
Raghavan, 43, to learn more about
one of the most overused but rarely
applied words, “sustainable”, over
the next two years, meeting and
discovering more on the space.
“We didn't know exactly what, but
knew we wanted to be a platform to
do stuff around sustainability,” Ajay
said.

Read more

Kochi corporation brings
out draft waste
management by law

KOCHI: In an effort to streamline
waste collection and treatment in
the city, Kochi corporation has
come up with the draft of a waste
management bylaw. One of the key
norms in the bylaw is that all the
bulk generators of garbage,
including hospitals, hotels,
auditoriums, etc., should treat their
waste on their own.

Read more

Dr Rajat Kumar Panigrahy, principal, ITI,
Berhampur, said through the sculpture, students at
ITI Berhampur are urging people to reconnect with
Mother Earth by being responsible in the scientific
management of e-waste.
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Odisha students create 30 ft tall
robo’ out of e-waste

The 30’ ft tall 'ROBO" weighs 3 tonnes and has
been made out of PCB, printer, printer cartridge,
RAM, keyboard, mouse, monitor, mobile, CD
player, TV and VCR by the trainees from electrician,
electronics and painter trade of the institute. The
e-waste for the robot was collected from
Berhampur city.

Read more

1

Andhra Pradesh: Nellore
Municipal Corporation to
set up wet waste
management plants

NELLORE: After the successful
implementation of door-to-door
garbage collection in all divisions,
Nellore Municipal Corporation
(NMC) is planning to set up
compost pits at three places in the
city limits for conversion of
biodegradable waste into organic
fertiliser. With an area of 150
square kilometers, the city
generates 150-200 MT of solid

waste on a daily basis. Read more
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Waste Management

Margao gets 5 tonne/day bio

plant to treat market waste

MARGAO: A bio-methanation plant, with the
capacity to treat five TPD (tonnes per day) of
waste, was inaugurated by opposition leader
Digambar Kamat and Fatorda MLA Vijai Sardesai
on Wednesday.

The plant, having automatic scum breaking
mechanism, will treat 5,000 kg of food, fish and
vegetable waste generated in the SGPDA markets.
The Rs 2.4 crore plant has been set up as a pilot
project. Depending on its performance, Margao
Municipal Council (MMC) plans to add two more
such plants at the SGPDA market. Plans are also on
the anvil to set up two 25 TPD plants at Sonsoddo.

Read more

Landfill near Cooum removed;
Won't dump more waste, says
panchayat

CHENNAI: Six months after the Senneer kuppam
panchayat near Thiruverkadu began dumping waste
abutting the Cooum river, forming a landfill, the trash is
now being removed after intervention of the Tiruvallur
district administration officials. The area was among the
first to be restored under the Cooum river eco restoration
project under the Chennai Rivers... Read more
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Oil-rich UAE to burn waste to
make power

With rubbish piling up in the desert, the United Arab
Emirates has found a new way to get rid of its trash --
incinerators that will turn it into electricity.

The UAE, one of the world's top oil exporters, is building
the Gulf region's first waste-to-power plants to ease its
chronic trash problem and, at the same time, its reliance

on gas-fuelled electricity stations.
Read more
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