


Message from Director General

Friends,

As always, there are many developments worth tracking. The bad news first: air
pollution in Delhi and NCR keeps making headlines — for all the wrong reasons. This
time, India gets another dubious distinction — of being ranked at the top in emissions
related to crop burning, accounting for 13% of the total global emissions for the
2015-2020 period!

Government is revisiting the seven-year old recommendations to draft a new
umbrella green law subsuming all existing environmental laws.

Following NGT's orders of 2019, environment ministry has notified regulations for
RO-based water purification systems which will come into effect 18 months from
now. Among others, the regulations require all agencies and organisations engaged
in water supply to inform consumers on the quality of water being supplied, including
the TDS level.

Mr Nyati this week discusses the pros and cons — and requirements - of an
environmental regulatory framework which is conducive to promoting reuse and

recycling of resources.

We look forward to receiving your contributions to the newsletter and feedback on
how to improve and enrich the content further.

Enjoy reading!

23 October 2021

Recycling & Environment

_4

R K Bansal

Secretary & Director General




Environment

Government revisits proposal of
2014 panel on new umbrella

green law

NEW DELHI: Exploring ways to draft a new
umbrella green law subsuming all existing
environmental legislations, the government has
revisited recommendations of the sevenyear old
high-level committee that had suggested clubbing
Air Act and Water Act with the Environment
Protection Act of 1986 while treating laws on
forests and wildlife separately.

Though the process to streamline existing green
laws through certain amendments had been in
progress at the environment ministry for the last
couple of years, the recent move was triggered by

the Centre’s plan... Read more
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India Tops Globally In Crop Burning Related
Emissions: Report

New Delhi: India is ranked at the top in emissions related to
crop burning, accounting for 13 per cent of total global
emissions for the 2015-2020 period, according to a new
report released by climate tech startup Blue Sky Analytics,
whichis also part of global coalition "Climate TRACE".

Blue Sky Analytics, the Indian climate tech startup founded
by an IIT alumnus, also pointed towards a 12.2-per cent
contribution by India to cropland fire emissions in 2020.

The data in the report reveals new insights into recent
trends in biomass fires, including emissions from forest
and crop residue fires in India. Read more

Government aims to be better with
60 ideas

The Centre has sought 'action plans' from various ministries
on 60 new ideas such as bringing down the 'cost of doing
business' in India, replacing multiple environmental
legislation with a single Environment Management Act,
opening up beach and sand minerals mining to the private
sector and indigenous manufacture of low-cost tablets to
take education to poor children.

As a follow-up of the September 18 interaction of the
prime minister with secretaries of all union ministries and
departments, 60 ideas and suggestions across sectors
have been identified as desirable.

Read more

RECYCLING AND ENVIRONMENT INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION OF INDIA



Air Pollution

Many west UP districts
have ‘very poor” air quality:

CPCB data

MEERUT: With winter about to set in and
pollution levels assuming alarming
proportions during the morning hours,
those out for a walk in many areas of west
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As per Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) data, many districts like
Meerut, Moradabad, Muzaffarnagar, Ghaziabad and Noida fall into 'very
poor' category as faras air quality is concerned.

The AQI of prominent pollutant PM2.5 hovers between 200 and 300 in

exposure.

UP are at a risk of getting their lung health

affected.

GRAP measures for

‘moderate to poor’ called
in ‘with immediate effect’

in Delhi

New Delhi: The Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) on Monday
called in the Graded Response
Action Plan (Grap) -- the
emergency action plan for winters,
when pollution levels spike in the
Capital -- and said that the
measures listed under the
“moderate to poor” category will

kickin with.. Read more

How to get farmers to

not burn crop residue

Ina few weeks, millions in India will
breathe much more polluted air as
farmers across northern India burn
stubble to clear fields for the winter
wheat sowing season. It is both a
health and an environmental
hazard that repeats every year —
one that a 2018 Lancet study found
to be the number one reason for
premature deaths in India. Cash
payments-despite failed past
attempts-remain a promising way
toaddress this... Read more

many areas, causing breathing issues due to prolonged exposure, which
further slides down to 'very poor” category (300-400 range) "during late
nights and early mornings", causing respiratory illness on prolonged

Read more

Patna breathes easy as

AQI turns ‘good’

PATNA: The city breathed easy as
its air quality index (AQI) dipped by
26 units in the last 48 hours to
reach 39 on Tuesday, which falls in

“good” category, as per the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB).

The dip was due to meteorological
conditions and late night showers
on Monday followed by anincrease
in local wind speed, which washed
away the pollutants in the
atmosphere to... Read more
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Air Pollution

Over 900 sites in Delhi violating

dust control norms, says CAQM

With an aim to control dust pollution in Delhi-NCR, the
Commission for Air Quality Management in Delhi and
Adjoining Areas (CAQM) intensified action against
construction sites, with state monitoring teams
inspecting over 6,500 sites, of which over 900 were found
to be violating dust control norms, the CAQM said in a
statement on \Wednesday.

The commission said dedicated teams were deployed in
Delhi-NCR states to inspect construction and demolition
sites ahead of the peak pollution season in the region. The
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inspection report showed that surprise checks and
inspections at 6,596 construction and demolition sites
were carried out, of which 963 sites were found to be non-
compliant with various construction and demolition (C&D)
waste management rules and dust mitigation measures,
as stipulated by the Union ministry of environment, forest
and climate change and the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB).

“An amount of approximately []3.07 crore has been levied
as environmental compensation charge on the defaulting
agencies, besides orders for stoppage of work at 52
locations,” the commission said. Read more

Delhi's air quality ‘steadily deteriorating’,
says Kejriwal; reason to worry

Delhi’s air quality has dropped to ‘very poor” levels and is
“steadily deteriorating”, Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said on Sunday, raising the alarm for the national
capital as a thick blanket of the dreadful smog envelopes
the city sky. With winter approaching and pollution levels
rising to dangerous levels like every year, people have
turned their attention towards the air quality index (AQl),
largely affected by unfavourable environmental factors,
along with vehicular fumes and stubble burning.

Read more

Jaipur: Nod for bursting green crackers

JAIPUR: In a revised advisory issued by the home
department on Friday, the state government allowed
residents to burst green crackers for two hours (from 8 to
10 pm) during Diwali in Rajasthan barring places which fall
under the National Capital Region (NCR).

According to the advisory, green crackers will also be
allowed from 6 to 8 am during Chhath Puja, from 8 to 10 pm
on Gurpurb, and from 11.55 to 12.30 pm on Christmas and
New Year's. The home department will issue separate
guidelines with regard to fireworks for other festivals."In
cities with poor or worse air quality, there will be a ban on
fireworks. Read more
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Air Pollution

‘Red Light On, Gaadi Off": Delhi 23 )

i

MLASs to hit the streets today to R

raise awareness on anti-pollution | [l et
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drive
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To provide further impetus to the “Red Light On,
Gaadi Off” campaign, all the MLAs of Delhi will
gather at the Chandgi Ram Akhara intersection on
Thursday to aware people of the drive to reduce
vehicular pollution, Delhi environment minister
Gopal Rai has said. In a statement, the minister
said that public participation is key to the success
of any government initiative and if two crore
people of Delhi contribute responsibly, then vehicle
pollution can be reduced by 15 to 20 per cent.

Read more

Delhi govt fines owners of 286
construction sites for violating dust
control norms

“The [chief minister Arvind] Kejriwal government will not
tolerate violations. All construction agencies must only
take up construction work following all anti-dust norms or
be prepared for strict action. The Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) imposed penalties to the tune of []90
lakh after finding violations at 286 sites across the [Capital]
and warned [owners] of serious repercussions if norms are
not complied with,” said Raiin a press statement.

The statement added, “DPCC teams have visited 1,105
construction sites so far; norms are being followed at most
sites; citizens are actively bolstering our efforts. [We have
given] clear instructions to DPCC teams to take strict
action against violators and submit reports daily to keep us
aware of the situation on the ground. The Delhi
government is running an anti-dust campaign from
October 7 to control air pollution in Delhi. Citizens have
shown constant support for the campaign.”

Read more
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Water Pollution

Water purifiers must mention

wastage, efficiency rating: Officials

Manufacturers of reverse osmosis-based water purifiers
will now have to rate their appliances on efficiency and
water wastage, while water supply agencies will have to
declare the total dissolved solids (TDS) in the water being
supplied, according to officials.

The environment ministry has notified regulations for
water purification systems which will come into effect 18
months from now. The move is aimed at allowing
consumers to make informed decisions on the kind of
water purifier needed, if at all, the officials cited earlier

Upgradation of all STPs by end of 2022:
Environment panel

Chandigarh: The upgradation of all sewage treatment
plants (STPs) will be completed by the end of 2022, said
the UT environment panel in its recently submitted report
to UT administrator Banwarilal Purohit.

Recently, National Green Tribunal (NGT) had directed the
administration and the municipal corporation (MC) to carry
out the job. The directions were issued during the recent
hearing through videoconferencing.

Read more
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told ET.

The regulations follow the National Green Tribunal's advice
to the environment ministry on May 20, 2019 that it should
come out with regulation on appropriate use of RO-based
water purification systems.

Accordingly, the regulations have tasked all agencies and
organisations engaged in water supply to inform
consumers on the quality of water being supplied,
including the TDS level.

Read more

Not so pure TN waterbodies seek
immediate attention

CHENNAI: Sewage and faecal material contamination in
the Tamil Nadu waterbodies could be very high, indicate a
report by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB). The
report, the study for which was undertaken in 2019, was
released in December 2020.

Among the reservoirs in the State, the Poondi reservoir
contains 9,200 coliform bacteria (measured as Most
Probable Number or MPN) per 100 ML of water, which is at
least four times the levels in other waterbodies such as the
ones in Red Hils... Read more
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Bring plastic waste recycling model
under PPP mode: Niti Aayog

Niti Aayog has suggested urban local bodies
across states adopt the material recovery facility
(MRF) model & implement it as a public-private
partnership model for sustainable management of
urban plastic waste. A materials recovery facility,
also known as a materials reclamation facility or
recycling facility is a specialized plant that
receives, separates, and prepares recyclable
materials for marketing to end-user
manufacturers. e

“The MRF model for plastic waste management
(PWM) needs to be funded and operated in the
public-private partnership model,” NITI Aayog said
in a handbook on sustainable urban plastic waste

Notice for waste near
Hindon river

Ghaziabad: The GMC has issued a
notice to the Khoda Nagar Palika
Parishad for dumping garbage
alongside the Hindon river. Officials
said a fine of Rs 5 lakh will be
imposed on the violator for causing
damage to the environment.

Health officer Mithilesh Kumar told
TOI that the corporation had been
receiving complaints from
residents. “On October 15, an
inspection was conducted and an
earthmover was found dumping

garbage near the river.
Read more

Swachh survey: 9 teams
formed for waste mgmt

Gurgaon: The Municipal
Corporation of Gurgaon (MCG) has
constituted nine sanitation teams
which will ensure strict
enforcement of waste collection,
segregation and processing in the
city. The teams, which comprise
sanitary inspectors and assistant
sanitary inspectors, are part of the
corporation’s efforts to improve the
city’'s ranking in Swachh
Survekshan 2022.

Read more

management,...
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Read more

MCC warns action against
bulk waste generators

Mangaluru: Mangaluru City
Corporation (MCC) authorities
have directed all bulk waste
generators to begin on-site
composting of wet waste before
October 31. It has also warned of
fining the violators from November
1.

MCC commissioner Akshy Sridhar
said several establishments have
failed to comply with the guidelines
as per the Solid Waste
Management (SWM) Rules-2016
and MCC Solid Waste Treatment

Bylaws. Read more
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Kerala rain aftermath: Plastic
debris on riverbank a lesson for
policymakers

KOCHI: Has the ban on single-use plastics (SUPs)
imposed by the state government in January last
year turned to be a damp squib? The latest rain fury
visuals of Chittarpuzha river leaving behind huge
piles of plastic debris on both sides of Ponkunam-
Chirakkadavu bridge in Kottayam district could be
attributed to Nature's way of wreaking vengeance
on the insensitivity of humans or an eyeopener to
policymakers on the need forimposing a super plan
on plastic waste management.

"People have to be aware of the situation. As a
responsible citizen, every individual is responsible

for such a scenario. Read more
e ] =

WATCH: In Punjab's Ferozepur,
a biomass plant generates
electricity with paddy stubble

Amid increasing concerns over air pollution stemming
from the stubble burning practice in northwest India, a
biomass power plant in Punjab's Ferozepur has managed
to generate electricity using paddy stubble. According to
officials at the plant, the biomass power facility uses 600
tons of paddy stubble per day, which equates to around 2 -
2.5 lakh tons of stubble per year. Read more
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Delhi CM meets Polish ambassador,
discusses solid waste management

Chief minister Arvind Kejriwal on Thursday held a meeting
with Adam Burakowski, the ambassador of Poland to India,
to discuss ways to collaborate on proper solid waste
management in the city and promote tourism. In a
statement issued after the meeting, Kejriwal said the Delhi
government especially sought Poland’s expertise in solid
waste management: “We are very pleased with the offer

we have received from Poland in this matter.
Read more
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India set to update 2030 climate targets under Paris Agreement

After months of pushing back, India is set to update its 2030 climate targets under the Paris Agreement. India is considering
cutting down almost by half the amount of greenhouse gases produced for every dollar of economic activity by the end of the

decade.

India’s updated nationally determined contributions or NDCs, as commitments by countries under the Paris Agreement are
referred to, could include a commitment to reduce the emissions intensity of the economy by at least 46 to 48 per cent from
its 2005 levels. Building on its enhanced renewable energy target of 450G\, India could pledge to increase the share of non-
fossil fuel sources in its energy generation capacity to at least 60 per cent, with the possibility of raising it to 65 per cent, by
2030. With less than two weeks to the Glasgow meet, inter-ministerial consultations are on to finalise the details.

Prime Minister Modi to attend COP 26

Read more

summit in Glasgow, says Bhupender Yadav

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend the U.N. climate summit
in Glasgow, Union environment minister Bhupender Yadav said on
Thursday, in a boost for efforts to agree steeper emissions cuts to
tackle global warming.

India is the world's third-biggest emitter of greenhouse gases after
China and the United States, and Modi’'s participation in the COP26
summit, which runs from Oct. 31 to Nov. 12, was seen as critical
amid uncertainty over whether Chinese President Xi Jinping would
attend.

Both India and China, which have not yet made stronger pledges to

cut emissions, known as nationally determined contributions or
NDCs, face pressure to do so at the conference.

Read more
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