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Dubai Expo 2020 offers 
conflicting figures on worker 
deaths

‘Green war room’ to combat 
air pollution in Delhi

Kundaim plant to treat medical 
waste from homes too

How do thousands prepare 
for a Climate summit? 
with di�culty

Made-from-CO2 concrete, 
lululemons and diamonds 
spark investor excitement
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"There's so much pollution in the air now that if 
it weren't for our lungs there'd be no place to put it all." 

Robert Orben

Coming soon, a project to secure India’s 
elephant corridors
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Monsoon is finally gone – well almost! And the winter is almost upon us, with all its 
attendant pollution, especially in North India. All states are gearing up to fight it out. 
But as always, looks like a losing battle!

Let’s focus on better news. Delhi government is appointing 27 ‘wetland mitras’ to 
take care of water bodies around Delhi. A housing society in Gurugram is ensuring 
that all the waste generated by its residents is recycled and does not end up at the 
landfill. Chhattisgarh launches a project to generate power from cow dung. EDMC 
focuses on recycling of C&D waste. A couple of start-ups are making concrete, 
sunglasses, high end lululemon sportswear and diamonds from carbon dioxide.
 
Bats are Dracula’s darlings. But they are technical marvels and do so much good to 
the ecology. Ranjit Lal focuses on these wonderful creatures in his inimitable style. 
Another article on coal shortages being faced by power plants.

Mr Nyati this week takes the discussion forward on how refurbishing can extend the 
life of consumer durables and help save resources and the environment. 
Unfortunately, the trend appears to be towards use-and-throw. 

We look forward to receiving your contributions to the newsletter and feedback on 
how to improve and enrich the content further. 

Enjoy reading!

8 October 2021

Message from Director General
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In India there are many enterprises who specialize in repairs and cannibalising of laptops, desktop 
computers, Set Top Boxes or HD boxes of TVs, mobile phones and many more electrical  and 
electronic products. Even cannibalisation of fixed line phones, at one point of time, was a roaring 
business, though it is declining now. These refurbished products are sold either in the original 
brand name or the branding of the refurbishers. These products including refurbished old 
technology Black& White TVs were and are being sold in the rural markets.

Since refurbishing and cannibalization is labor intensive, it is confined to only those developing 
countries where labour is cheap. Consequently the market for these second-hand products is 
also limited to developing countries.

The short point is that benefits of products-on-rent or of refurbished products on resource use is 
still to make headway globally and in economically developed countries people seem to be in “use 
and throw” mode. So notwithstanding that some house holdsare still using 20-30 years old 
consumer durables including mine where the refrigerator (30) geyser (34) and window AC is 21 
years old and still going strong, it is apparent that ”Design –for-Durability” was a mantra three 
decades ago. And no one then talked about it. Therefore, the idea of durability by itself did not 
remain all that durable. But let us not forget, the current mantra seems to be “Design–for-
Obsolescence” and again no one is talking about it.

If there is a feeling that we have come back a full circle, it is only natural. But one has to reiterate 
that we cannot ensure resource security especially of non-renewables,if we do not take steps like 
increasing resource use efficiency, of producing durable products and of extending the usable life 
of products through repair or refurbishment. 

Whether or not above stated measures are taken going forward, one thing is evident that we 
have to keep the resources in the economic loop as long as possibly we can, through reuse, 
recovery and recycling.

Next week we shall discuss the pre-requisites for keeping the resources in the economy. Label it 
as Circular Economy If you want.

Refurbishment to Extend the Life of Consumer Durables

Recycling & Environment



Dubai Expo 2020 offers conflicting 
figures on worker deaths

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — Dubai’s Expo 
2020 on Saturday offered conflicting figures for 
how many workers had been killed on site during 
construction of the massive world’s fair, first 
saying five and then later three.

In a later statement, Expo apologized and 
described the initial figure as a “mistake.” 
Authorities had refused for months to publicly 
provide any figures for construction-related 
casualties in the run-up to the $7 billion fair rising 
from the desert outside Dubai, designed the 
burnish the city’s reputation abroad and draw 
millions of visitors.

Read more
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BEST fleet to be 100% electric vehicles: 
Aaditya Thackeray

State environment minister Aaditya Thackeray on Monday said 
they aim to have its Brihanmumbai Electric Supply and Transport 
(BEST) buses fleet completely consisting of electric vehicles (EV) 
by 2028. Thackeray was speaking at the memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) signing ceremony relating to Mumbai 
Climate Action Plan (MCAP). The current fleet size of BEST is over 
3,000, of which 386 are EV buses.

The BMC on Monday signed MOU, including the Women for 
Climate, Cities for Forests Campaign and the e-Bus Mission. The 
MOUs were signed in the presence of state environment minister 
Aaditya Thackeray and civic officials.

Speaking at the event, Thackeray said, “We are one of the few 
cities to move towards climate friendly initiatives. This includes 
having women when it comes to finding solutions for climate 
changes, considering they are impacted in every such scenario. 
Following this, we are also focusing on increasing the trees in the 
city. 

Read more
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NGT can take up environment issues on its own: Supreme Court

In a landmark judgement that comes as a shot in the arm for legitimate environmental causes, the Supreme Court said the 
National Green Tribunal does have suo moto powers and can take up environmental issues on its own. The order came even 
as the Union government said NGT does not have such powers.

“The National Green Tribunal cannot afford to remain a mute spectator when no one knocks on its door,” the court said on 
Thursday while passing an order that vests suo moto powers to the body created under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010 
for protection of environment.

Holding that any other interpretation would go against public good and render the environmental watchdog “toothless” and 
“ineffective”, a three-judge bench of Justices AM Khanwilkar, Hrishikesh Roy and CT Ravikumar said, “It is vital for the well 
being of the nation and its people,...

Read more

The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways issued a list 
of incentives and disincentives pertaining to the Vehicle 
Scrapping Policy on Tuesday. These incentives and 
disincentives combined are aimed at encouraging the 
vehicle owners to discard their old and polluting vehicles 
having higher maintenance and fuel consumption costs.

Vehicle Scrapping Policy: Govt releases 
list of incentives, disincentives

Read more



Rajasthan: Bursting and sale of 
crackers banned from 1 October.

The bursting and sale of firecrackers across 
Rajasthan has been banned from 1 October this 
year till 31 January 2022 to control air pollution, a 
new government said on Thursday. 

There will be no bursting of firecrackers allowed in 
national capital this Diwali either. The neighbouring 
Gurugram will also observe a cracker-free festival 
and the Rajasthan government, too, has banned 
their sale and use from October 1. Here’s a look at 
latest mandates by state government for this 
Diwali season – the time of the year when pollution 
levels see a sudden hike.

Read more

With the spectre of air pollution once again haunting the 
Capital as stubble burning starts in the neighbouring states 
of Punjab and Haryana, the Centre is hoping the situation 
this year will not be as bad as previous years.

In an interview with HT, Union environment minister 
Bhupender Yadav said the new agency to curb bad air in 
NCR, Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM), 
will take its remit seriously and also give legal status to the 
regional airshed (area affected by similar meteorology and 
topography that restrict the dispersion of pollutants).

We brought an ordinance to combat 
pollution in NCR: Bhupender Yadav

Read more

NEW DELHI:  With the winter season approaching, the 
Delhi government has registered an increase in number of 
pollution hotspots as compared to the last year.  According 
to Environment Minister Gopal Rai, the revamped format of 
‘Green Delhi War Room’ will monitor the pollution activities 
at these spots and take appropriate action as per 
requirement. 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal led government launched 
the ‘Advanced Green War Room’ and ‘Green Delhi App’ on 
Tuesday, October 5, 2021, to combat pollution.  A 21-
member team has been formed for the room, which will 
work 24-hours a day for the entire winter season.

‘Green war room’ to combat air pollution 
in Delhi

Read more
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Air pollution management: Delhi 
to get 'green' funds under NCAP, 
first time since it began
The national capital will get over Rs 18 crore from the 
Centre under the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) 
this year to cater to critical gaps in air pollution 
management, according to officials.

This is the first time Delhi will get funds under NCAP, a 
national-level strategy for a 20 per cent to 30 per cent 
reduction in PM2.5 and PM10 concentration by 2024, with 

2017 as the base year for comparison.

"Delhi will get Rs 18.74 crore under NCAP. This is the first 
time it will be receiving funds under the programme since 
it started in 2019," an official told PTI.

NCAP covers 132 non-attainment cities, which do not 
meet the prescribed national ambient air quality standards 
(NAAQS). These cities have been identified based on the 
ambient air quality data obtained during the 2011-2015 
period under the National Air Monitoring Programme.

Read more

Taking a proactive approach for abating air pollution in the 
city, the Gurgaon district administration has issued 
directions listing out several key measures to be 
implemented from October 1. An order issued to 41 
agencies, including police, municipal corporation, Haryana 
Shehri Vikas Pradhikaran (HSVP), department of town and 
country planning, and SDMs, states that nodal officers 
should be appointed for implementation of pollution action 
plan and all agencies should constitute teams for night 
patrolling.

As winter nears, Gurgaon issues guidelines 
to combat air pollution

Read more

The air quality will be interpreted on a weekly, monthly and 
seasonal basis. Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, 
molecular markers, and secondary organic and inorganic 
aerosols will also be factored in. Monitoring of oxides of 
nitrogen, sulphur dioxide, ozone, elemental carbon, 
organic carbon and other organic compounds will be part of 
the project, besides forecasting air quality and air quality 
index at multiple locations within and outside Delhi, 
according to a release from the government.

In new study, IIT-Kanpur to assess 
pollution sources in Delhi

Read more
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The clear blue skies over the national capital may go dark soon with dust 
and smoke as the stubble burning season nears. The satellite images by US 
space agency NASA have shown that crop residue burning has already 
started in several fields in Haryana and Punjab, according to media reports.

Punjab annually generates 20 million tonnes of paddy straw, which is 
normally set on fire to quickly clear the fields for the next crop, resulting in 
choking of the National Capital Region (NCR) in October and November and 
causing major health effects. The latest NASA satellite data shows that 
more than 200 farm fires have been recorded in the Majha region of Punjab 
since September 1, according to media reports. 

N A S A  i m a g e s  s h o w 
polluted skies set to engulf 
north India soon
Punjab annually generates 20 million 
tonnes of paddy straw, which is normally 
set on fire to quickly clear the fields for the 
next crop, resulting in choking of the 
National Capital Region (NCR) in October 
and November and causing major health 
effects.  

Read more

150 pollution hot spots in 
city this year: Delhi 
environment minister 
Gopal Rai

Arvind Kejriwal announces 
10-point winter action 
plan to curb pollution

Read more Read more

Got positive help from 
Punjab, Haryana on stubble 
burning: Environment min.

Read more

He also launched an advanced 
‘green war room’ and green app 
that will look into the problems 
pertaining to ‘10 kinds of pollution’ 
throughout winter. Rai said that 
based on the complaints received 
on the green Delhi app last year, the 
government has identified 150 
pollution hot spots where focused 
mitigation...

Union envi ronment minister 
Bhupender Yadav on Sunday that 
the Centre has got “constructive 
c oope r a t i on”  f r om  Pu n j ab , 
Haryana, Delhi and Uttar Pradesh 
governments on the issue of 
stubble burning. Yadav had held a 
key meeting last month with the 
governments of Delhi and its 
neighbouring states Haryana, 
Punjab,...

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
said Monday that only buses and 
taxis coming to Delhi from other 
states should be converted into 
CNG and specific areas in the NCR 
region should be marked as 
pollution hotspots so that a plan for 
mitigation can be created to help 
fight pollution in the region.
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It records an average PM2.5 concentration of 285 micrograms per cubic 
metre from November 1 to November 15.

PM2.5 level from 61 to 120 is considered "moderate to poor", 121 to 250 is 
"very poor", 251 to 350 is "severe" and more than 350 is "severe plus".
“A major increase in pollution levels is seen from October 15 to November 1. 
The average PM2.5 level reach 285 micrograms per cubic meter from 80 
micrograms per cubic metre," an environment department official said.

"All sources of pollution are active during this period. It is the time when 
stubble burning peaks. There is smoke from firecrackers and dust pollution," 
he said.

Every year, Delhi breathes 
its worst air from Nov 1 to 
15: DPCC data
People in the national capital breathe the 
"worst" air between November 1 and 
November 15 every year, an analysis of 
data collated by the Delhi Pollution Control 
Committee (DPCC) over the last five years 
showed. The capital's average PM2.5 
level oscillates between "very poor" and 
"severe" categories from October 16 to 
February 15.

Read more

An Expert Explains: WHO’s 
stark message on air 
quality — and what India 
must do

Month-long drive to fight 
dust pollution in Delhi

Read more Read more

No colour-coded stickers 
to spot polluting vehicles 
in Delhi yet: Road safety 
expert

Read more

In updating its already strict air 
quality guidelines (AQGs), the 
WHO last month sent out a stark 
message: that the impact of poor 
air quality on public health is at 
least twice as bad as previously 
estimated. India has 37 of the 
world’s 50 most polluted cities, 
despite its air quality standards 
being more lax. 

NEW DELHI: Around 20 lakh 
vehicles are plying on the roads of 
Delhi and are polluting the air, but 
the initiative to install colour-coded 
stickers to identify such vehicles 
hasn’t taken off in the past two 
years, National Road Safety 
Council member Kamal Soi said on 
Wednesday.

NEW DELHI: The Delhi government 
will run a campaign in the capital 
from Thursday to October 29 to 
deal with the rising dust pollution 
levels. Environment minister Gopal 
Rai said an online portal would be 
launched for construction and 
demolitio-based self-audit and 
management. Rai said, “We had 
run an anti-dust campaign in Delhi 
last year, too, and saw its impact in 
controlling dust pollution.
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TNIE Impact: Lokayukta directs authorities to prevent water pollution by 
Mangalore Refinery

BENGALURU: Initiating suo moto proceedings following a story titled "Oily discharge from Mangaluru Refinery Polluting Water 
Bodies" on Page 1 of The New Indian Express on October 1, 2021, the Karnataka Lokayukta directed the authorities concerned 
to take immediate steps to prevent discharge of effluent substances by the Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Limited 
to the water bodies. 

"The new published in the TNIE, in my considered view, can be treated as source material to initiate suo moto proceedings in 
exercise of the powers conferred under Sections 7(1)(b) and 9(3)(a) of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984. Accordingly, the 
office is directed to register this as suo moto proceedings", Lokayukta Justice P Vishwanatha Shetty said in the order.  

Read more

Odisha government frames new rules 
to check water pollution by idol immersion

BHUBANESWAR: The State government has framed new rules to 
check water pollution caused by idol immersion. The Odisha 
Prevention and Control of Water Pollution (Procedure for Immersion 
of Idol after Pujas) Rules, 2021 prescribe a slew of measures for 
idol makers and puja committees. The rules have been prepared in 
compliance with the directions of the National Green Tribunal 
(NGT), revised guidelines of idol immersion by the Central Pollution 
Control Board and in line with West Bengal Prevention and Control 
of Water Pollution Rules. 

As per the draft rules, large-scale idol manufacturers involved in 
making more than 100 idols a day will have to obtain registration 
from the local body concerned on deposit of registration fee as 
decided by the body depending on the idol-making capacity. The 
idols are required to be made from natural, biodegradable, eco-
friendly raw materials... Read more
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Friends indeed: 27 ‘wetland mitras’
to help conserve, revive waterbodies 
around Delhi
NEW DELHI: The Delhi State Wetland Authority (DSWA) 
will soon appoint 27 “wetland mitras” to take care of 
waterbodies around Delhi and help the government carry 
out their preservation and revival.

Roughly translating into “friends of wetlands”, those 
chosen will be empowered to take measures that involve 
removal of sewage and basic encroachments, apart from 

extending any other assistance that may be required, 
officials say.

While the DSWA had begun the process to appoint the 
mitras in March, officials say they were awaiting selection 
through a committee that was formed recently. Of the 30 
applications received, 27 were selected and their names 
sent to the Delhi government for approval, an official said.

“Prospective wetland mitras have been shortlisted and 
the final list has been sent to the Delhi government for 
approval. Once cleared, they can begin protecting 
waterbodies near their villages or home. Read more

Cauvery majorly polluted by pharma 
industry: Study

A team of researchers from IIT-Madras in a study have found that 
river Cauvery and its tributaries are polluted by a range of 
contaminants that includes pharmaceutically active compounds, 
personal care products, plastics, flame retardants, heavy metals, 
and pesticides, among others.

The findings of the study, which the team said is “alarming” was 
published in an international peer-reviewed journal, Science of the 
Total Environment in their August issue.

Pharmaceutical contaminants included anti-inflammatories such 
as ibuprofen and diclofenac, anti-hypertensives (atenolol and 
isoprenaline), stimulants like caffeine, antidepressants such as 
carbamazepine, and antibiotics such as ciprofloxacin. There was 
significant contamination by metals such as arsenic, zinc, 
chromium, lead and nickel. Read more
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Waste management: Gurugram 
housing societies show the way

From segregation to recycling to making compost, 
residents handle the waste responsibly and ensure 
that it does not end up at Bandhwari landfill
Omaxe Nile, a group housing society with 400-odd 
flats in Sector 49, Gurugram, generates around 
one tonne of solid waste, including 350 kg kitchen 
waste, every day. But unlike many other societies, 
residents here make sure that all of their waste is 
recycled and does not end up at Bandhwari landfill 
on the outskirts.

It all began three years ago when Jagriti Jagat, an 
interpersonal skills trainer, who had practised 
waste segregation at her house for over a decade, 
and her educator friend Mandeep...

Read more

Evs fail trial run for garbage 
collection: PMC

Ponda: The new biomedical waste 
t reatment p lant  at  Kundaim 
Industrial Estate that is expected to 
begin functioning from October will 
treat medical waste generated by 
homes in addition to hospitals and 
clinics in the state.  Manish Greval, 
director of the Biotic Waste 
Solutions Pvt Ltd, said that the plant 
would also treat medical waste 
such as bandages, cotton swabs, 
diapers, needles, catheters, etc, 
generated by...

Kundaim plant to treat 
medical waste from 
homes too

Read more Read more

Chhattisgarh launches 
project to generate 
electricity from cow dung

Read more

PUNE Four e lectr ic  vehic les 
supplied by the state-owned 
Energy Efficiency Services Limited 
(EESL) to the Pune Municipal 
Corporation (PMC) have failed a trial 
run, as per the civic body’s vehicle 
department.

Hitendre Kurane, superintendent 
engineer, vehicle department said, 
“During the trial period, we found 
that the EVs are not operating 
properly. They are toppling over. 

After the implementation of the 
scheme to purchase cow dung at 
Rs 2 per kg, Chhattisgarh is now 
moving towards generat ing 
electricity from cow dung. Chief 
Minister Bhupesh Baghel launched 
the power generation project on 
the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti on 
Saturday. Speaking on the launch 
of the project at the farmers’ 
conference organised at Bemetara 
d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n 
Chhattisgarh,...
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