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“Nothing is more beautiful than the loveliness of the woods
before sunrise.”

George Washington Carver

Gujarat HC looking into option of joint taskforce:
CPCB finds high level of pollution in Sabarmati river
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Hry readies pollution plan for
b ‘critical areas

‘Single window’ process for
all environment clearances
on anvil

US climate envoy John Kerry
arrives for 2-day India visit

Environmental threats are
biggest challenge to human
rights -UN

Haryana govt panel suggests
redefining Aravallis, will shrink
protected area



Message from Director General

Friends,

After a decent monsoon, everyone is bracing for the onset of winters. And for the air
pollution which will descend especially in North India. States like Delhi, Haryana and
Punjab are preparing plans to reduce stubble burning and other actions to reduce the
problem.

On the waste management and recycling front, this week brings some good
developments. Haritha Keralam Mission is launching a Smart Garbage Monitoring
System to streamline the entire waste management process. In Rajasthan, a
teenager from Bhilwara founded a start-up ‘Trash to Treasure’ that turns plastic
waste into fabric. Pepsico is aiming to reduce virgin plastic use per serving by half
across all brands by 2030 and use 50% recycled content in all its plastic packaging.
These and many other interesting developments are included in this issue of
‘Recyclingand Environment”.

In his piece this week, Mr Nyati continues with his thoughts on the value of natural
resources and urges the industry to use the resources most efficiently, for Nature's
sake.

We look forward to receiving your contributions to the newsletter and feedback on
how to improve and enrich the content further.

Enjoy reading!

17 September 2021

Recycling & Environment

R K Bansal

Secretary & Director General




K'P Nyati

Executive Director & Founder
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RESPONSIBLE RESOURCE EXTRACTION

As stated earlier, resources specially the non-renewable ones, are the real wealth. It is so now,
and shall continue to remain so in future as well. But, consider the fact that nature has provided us
all kinds of resources or wealth in the form of a locker, buried in the Mother Earth. Whatever is
there in this locker in reality is an inherited wealth. When we extract this wealth for use of the
mankind, ironically, we are labelling it as our income. The lure of increasing this income is so
overpowering that we tend to forget about the efficient use of this wealth or resources.

As and when we started using these resources at industrial scale, we were far more wasteful and
far more polluting. As the industrial base expanded, we began withdrawing increasingly more of
this wealth, wasting more and more and expanded the pollutional footprint both in intensity and
extensivity.

Look at few examples. The way we used to make cement through wet process in the past. An
inefficient technology it was and needed far more and many auxiliary resources. Likewise is the
story of manufacturing of caustic soda, soaps. aluminiumetc. .

Despite the fact that soap manufacturers were using vegetable oils - a renewable resource, to
produce soaps and yet they had to find a way to use inedible oils as the prices of edible oils were

going up.

The short point is that, as the prices of input resources increased, the manufacturers of various
products responded by substituting with cheaper inputs and/or by improving the resource use
efficiency through technological innovations. The caustic soda and aluminium producers reduced
their specific power consumption by as much as 40%.

Underlying and overwhelming common reason driving the upward movement in resource use
efficiencies in various types of industries has been and still is the ever-increasing prices of primary
as wellas auxiliary input resources.

This leads us to raise a very fundamental concern - the fact of our duty-bound responsibility to use
any resource, that we withdraw from our locker, as efficiently as possibly we can, in the first
place. And not only because of rising prices.

The Jury s out. It looks like we were not as much “responsible” as we ought to have been. Are we
now more responsible? Are we not busy in withdrawing more wealth from the Bank and calling it
asourrisingincome?
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Goa pulled up for mining notification
without Supreme Court nod

More than two months after the Goa government issued
the ‘Goa Mineral Ore Permanent Fund Trust Scheme’
notification, a Supreme Court-appointed monitoring
committee has criticised the state for publishing it without
obtaining the apex court’s approval.

“It is seen that the State of Goa have formally notified the
Goa Mineral Ore Permanent Fund Trust Scheme in Gazatte
dated 01.07.2021. This should not have been done without
first obtaining the approval of this Hon'ble Court to the
Scheme,” read the Central Empowered Committee’s (CEC)
report dated September 8.

Read more
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'Single window’ process for all |
environment clearances on anvil

The Union environment ministry is in the process of
setting up a ‘single window’ process for all
clearances pertaining to forest, environment,
wildlife and coastal regulation zone, people
familiar with the matter said.

In an office memorandum (OM) on September 7,
the ministry directed all industries, mining
companies and infrastructure projects to upload
digitised records of clearances granted to them in
the past and records of compliance with the
directions issued to them under the environmental
clearance.

Read more
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Just 0.7% CSR funds in Punjab kitty

BATHINDA: Punjab might be doing reasonably well on UN's
sustainable development goals (SDGs) with a score of 68
with two notches above national average of 66 and ranks
12th on Niti Aayog’s SDG index, but when it comes to
corporate social responsibility (CSR) spending, the state is
getting even less than 1% (.68% to be precise) of the total
funds, placingitat 17th spotin the country.

As against Rs 92,605 crore funds generated under CSR in
India in the past six years since April 1, 2014, when the
move was initiated, Punjab got only Rs 631 crore, or just
.68% of the total funds, under CSR. The report was
released on Monday by Punjab CSR Authority head

Sandeep Goyal with... Read more
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Patna HC questions mining in
heritage hillocks without
environmental clearance

The matter of ‘illegal’ mining in Rajauli area of
Bihar's Nawada district has been listed for next
hearing on October 5, till then the cultural heritage
and environment of the area will continue to
receive protection under interim orders passed by
the HC bench on July 20, 2021

The Patna high court last week asked the Bihar
government why it allowed private parties to
extract raw material from the ‘Lomas’ and
"Yagyawallakya' hillocks in Nawada district, which
carry great heritage value, without obtaining the
requisite environmental clearances and if
depredation... Read more

Silverline needs no prior environmental
nod: Centre

Thiruvananthapuram: In an affidavit submitted before the
national green tribunal (NGT), the central government has
said the Silverline semi-high-speed rail project doesn't
require prior environment clearance. The affidavit was filed
before NGT on behalf of the central government by Dr
Murali Krishna, a scientist from the regional office of the
Union ministry of environment, forests and climate change
(MOEFCC) of Bengaluru. As per the EIA notification in
20086, railways or railway projects are notincluded init. The
natification issued by MOEFCC on Sept 14, 2006 covers 39
development projects and activities including airports,
ports, national highways, and buildings.

Read more

Tata Steel commissions carbon capture
and reuse plant to promote circular

carbon economy

Tata Steel has commissioned a 5 tonne per day (TPD)
carbon capture plant at its Jamshedpur Works, making it
the country’s first steel company to adopt such a carbon
capture technology extracting COz directly from the blast
furnace gas. Tata Steel will reuse the captured CO2 on site
to promote the circular carbon economy. The facility will
help abate about 1500 tonne of COz per year.

Tata Steel CEOQ & MD TV Narendran said, the company has
taken the strategic step for gradual decarbonisation of the
steel industry. By 2030 the company aims to reduce
significant amount of COz emission... Read more
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Delhi govt agencies told to make
pollution combat plans

The exercise is part of the government’s plan to
formulate a 10-point winter action plan to combat
pollution from internal as well as external factors,
and set up specific strategies to prevent the air
quality from going into the dangerous zone, like
every year.

Delhi environment minister Gopal Rai on Tuesday
organised a meeting of various agencies in the
Capital, to set targets for winter. The
recommendations by each agency will form a part
of the final plan which is expected to be released
by September 30. Rai said the effort is aimed at
checking pollution sources within Delhi, as well as

those in the neighbouring states. Read more

MoEFCC launches PRANA portal for
regulation of air pollution

Hon'ble Minister of Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFCC), Shri Bhupendar Yadav
launched a portal named “PRANA” (Portal for Regulation of
Air-pollution in Non-Attainment cities) under the National
Clean Air Programme (NCAP) on the occasion of the
second International Day of Clean Air For Blue Skies, last
week.

Knowledge Lens (a BZB product company that builds
innovative solutions in niche technologies including Big
Data, Al, loT) is honored to have been chosen by Deutsche
Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) to
develop this portal. Read more

Diwali air pollution: Complete ban on
crackers this year too, says Delhi CM

NEW DELHI: Chief minister Arvind Kejriwal on \Wednesday
announced that there will be a complete ban on storage,
sale, and bursting of all kinds of firecrackers this year too.
Track the pollution levelin your city

"Just like last year, there will be a complete ban on storage,
sale, and bursting of all kinds of firecrackers this year too, in

wake of the situation of pollution in Delhi during Diwali in
the last three years," tweeted Kejriwal on Wednesday.

Read more
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Hry readies pollution plan for
5 ‘critical” areas
Gurgaon: The Haryana government on Tuesday said it is

preparing a special action plan to mitigate air pollution this
winter season in five ‘critical’ areas — Gurgaon,
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needs to be done and which agency will be responsible for
implementing it,” said S Narayana, secretary, Haryana
State Pollution Control Board (HSPCB).

Narayana added, “We hope that in the coming winter, we
will be able to manage air pollution in a better manner than

Faridabad, Panipat, Sonipat and Bahadurgarh in Jhajjar I EECEET

disirr Haryana on Tuesday placed its plan for preventing stubble

burning and reducing air pollution in the region at a
meeting with the chairman of Commission for Air Quality

“We will issue separate plans for vulnerable areas before
winter commences. Every year, we see a high number of
pollutants in these places. The plan will underline what

Read more

Pollution season:
DPCC to focus on ‘bad fuel

NEW DELHI: As Delhi's air quality is expected to deteriorate from
next month, Delhi Pollution Control Committee will be cracking
down on use of non-cleaner fuels in the industries, burning of tyres,
DG sets with no emission control device and flouting guidelines of
C&D waste. DPCC will focus on these four areas in addition to their
winter plan to minimise air pollution.

According to DPCC officials, a special drive will begin from mid-
October to act against industries using non-cleaner fuels and
causing emissions. Over 1,600 industrial units switched to PNG
after pipelines were placed in their industrial area. “However,
industrial areas that do not have pipelines are required to use other
forms of cleaner fuels. We will act against those units that are
found using non-cleaner fuels,” said an official.

Some people in unorganised sectors burn tyres to extract olil,
which causes air pollution. DPCC will be cracking down against
people indulging in suchillegal activities. Read more

RECYCLING AND ENVIRONMENT INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION OF INDIA



Air Pollution

Easing traffic, checking
road dust in air pollution
action planfor Gurgaon

The major issues related to pollution have
been classified into four heads —
industrial emissions, traffic congestion,
road dust and garbage dumping.
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Gurgaon: The Haryana State Pollution Control Board (HSPCB) on

Wednesday announced several measures under a micro action plan in
Gurgaon to tackle air pollution, including ensuring smooth traffic flow at 13
vulnerable areas, proposal disposal of C&D waste and checking road dust.

The key spots identified are Sirhol border, Givo Cut, IMT Manesar,
Kapriwash Chowk, Sohna Road, Sadar Bazar, Mahaveer Chowk, Atul

Kataria Chowk, Dhankot, Daultabad flyover, Basai Chowk, Khandsa Road
and Wazirpur Chowk. Moreover, diversion of routes at heavy intersections
will also take place to decongest them. Teams will be formed to check air

pollution from unpaved road dust, noticed mostly from Udyog Vihar Phase 1

tob.

Read more

PPCB chairman urges
farmers to shun stubble
burning practice

Adarshpal Vig, chairman of Punjab
Pollution Control Board, while
speaking during a PAU live
programme on Thursday, called
upon the farmers to shun the
practice of stubble burning as it
affects the health and
environment. Lauding the efforts of
PAU in developing technologies for
crop residue management, he

advised the.. Read more

Connect Karo: City-specific
holistic action plans needed

to combat air pollution

India needs to follow a multi-
sectoral approach for the
preparation of city specific action
plans for controlling pollution
levels, experts said in a discussion
organised by World Resources
Institute (WARI), India, in its annual
flagship conference Connect Karo,
which highlights ways of designing
inclusive, sustainable and climate

forward cities.
Read more
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Darabassi declared NAC
for violating air quality
standards: CPCB

Mohali: Derabassi has been
declared a Non-Attainment City
(NAC) for consistently violating air
quality standards. The town has
failed to meet the National
Ambient Air Quality Index
continuously for five years.
Derabassi has been named as the
one city out of 94 Non-Attainment
Cities (NAC) which have

consistently... Read more
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Gujarat HC looking into option of
joint taskforce: CPCB finds high
level of pollution in Sabarmati river

Areport by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) over
wastewater being discharged in the Sabarmati river in
Ahmedabad, following directions from the Gujarat High
Court last month, stated that several polluting indicators
exceed the permissible or prescribed sewage treatment
plant (STP) parameters.
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A division bench of the Gujarat HC had taken suo moto
cognisance of untreated wastewater being discharged in
the Sabarmati river based on media reports in August. The
CPCB report, submitted before the bench on Tuesday,
concludes based on its interim analysis of river water
samples that “untreated/partially treated municipal
wastewater is being discharged in the River Sabarmati,”
from specific locations. The report also states that the
dissolved oxygen level found in its samples indicates “high
pollution load in the river”, while noting that the water
quality at the riverfront is relatively better.

Read more

Goa: 70 bags of nirmalya to be composted

VASCO: An eco-friendly initiative by former city councillor Krishna
Daji Salkar has generated about 70 bags of waste material
consisting mainly of flowers which were used for Ganesh Chaturthi
festivities. The waste generated is being utilised to produce
manure.

Salkar told TOI, “The flowers used while performing pooja are not
discarded in public places as it is believed that they are sacred and
should not be trampled upon. So people earlier started throwing it
in the water which was creating water pollution. Here we are
providing them the option of getting rid of the waste in a fruitful
manner. This material will be used as raw material for producing
manure.”

Three teams of 10-15 volunteers are stationed at three locations,
Baina beach, Khariawada beach and Vaddem lake. The teams keep
bags near the immersion point and devotees also help by dropping
waste into these bags. Read more
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Waste Management

FMCGs fuelling massive plastic expansion:
Greenpeace

Amid the push to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, a new
Greenpeace report has found that giant FMCGs are driving
the expansion of plastic production, which threatens global
climate, communities and ecosystems around the globe,
including India.

The report titled The Climate Emergency Unpacked: How
Consumer Goods Companies Are Fuelling Big Qil's Plastic
Expansion' prepared by Greenpeace USA, released on
Tuesday, claimed that fast moving consumer goods
companies (FMCGs), are working together with the fossil
fuelindustry worldwide...

Read more
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Smart Garbage Monitoring
System: Waste management
going online

KOCHI: Haritha Keralam Mission, jointly with the
Local Self Government Department (LSGD), is
gearing up to launch a Smart Garbage Monitoring
System and a mobile app to streamline the entire
process of waste management in the state.

The new platform would help streamline the
activities of Haritha Karma Sena and the entire
waste management starting from its generation,
transportation to the following processes. As per
statistics, Kerala generates around 3.7 million
tonnes of solid waste annually, 31% of which is

non-biodegradable waste.
Read more

2 biomass power plants to come up this
year delayed

Patiala: In a setback to efforts to check stubble burning, the
two additional biomass power plants that were to come up
in Punjab this year have been delayed. The two biomass
power projects, including the 10 MW project in Fatehgarh
Sahiband 4 MW project in Nakodar, were to be completed
by this June. Now, the projects will probably be operational
by next year.
Once operational, the two projects will consume around
1.2 Lakh Metric Tonnes (LMT) of paddy residue. Punjab
Energy Development Agency (PEDA) officials have
attributed the delay in their establishment to the Covid
pandemic.

Read more
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