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A nation that destroys its soils destroys itself. Forests are the lungs
of our land, purifying the air and giving fresh strength to our people.

Franklin D. Roosevelt

NGT seeks report on plea against violation of
environmental norms by sugar factory at Amroha
district in UP

Submit report on plea against
nod to wood-based industries:
NGT to Punjab

Air pollution could hit monsoon
rains by as much as 15%

Rajasthan: Central team collects
Luni water to check pollution

Delhi Pollution Control Committee
to assess health status of
1,000 wetlands

Paste to come in recyclable
tubes: Colgate



Message from Director General

Friends,

The central government finally launched the vehicle scrappage policy. Over the next
few years, this policy is expected to not only contribute to a cleaner air but also
promote environment-friendly recycling of end of life vehicles (ELV) and thereby
contribute to a circular economy and modern mobility.

Ahead of the smog season, Delhi gets a ‘smog tower’ near Shivaji Stadium metro
station.

A Bengaluru based start-up has developed a new and efficient design for sewage
treatment plants that takes inspiration from the digestive system of cows! And
Sanjay Van Lake in Delhi has installed a unique kind of water filter plant which is
around 4000 umbrella grass species plant onfloating rafters set up in the lake.

Read all these and more interesting developments in this issue of “Recycling and
Environment”.

Inhis piece this week, Mr Nyati deals with the issue of resource crunch.

In the Articles section, two very interesting articles: one on ants/insects/butterflies
and another on the cuteness quotient in the animal community.

We look forward to receiving your contributions to the newsletter and feedback on
how to improve and enrich the content further.

Happy reading!

27 August 2021

Recycling & Environment

R K Bansal

Secretary & Director General




KP Nuati

Executive Director & Founder
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Resource Crunch

As stated earlier, nothing comes from nowhere. All the primary resources, whether renewable or
non-renewable, come from nature and a vast majority of them from the earth. As is a common
knowledge, not only we as consumers are proliferating but our per capita consumption is also
progressively increasing. In all probability, the rate of resources consumption will further go up, as
people all over world come out of their economic morose and consequent decrease in the infant
mortality rate.

All the indicators show that we are heading into resource crunch especially of the primary
resources, one of the obvious indicators is the increasing prices of these resources. Yet another
indicator is the increasing importance of deep-sea mining. The signs are ominous. The spat over
South China Sea and other similar claims are examples.

Deep-sea mining is not new. For decades we have been extracting crude oil from the earth
beneath the seas. One thing is very clear, that any resource can be mined out only from the place
it exists. The question therefore is what resources and where they exist in the earth’s crust below
the sea.

Going into the future, new techniques and technologies will be developed to enable us to
undertake deep-sea mining on an affordable and commercial basis, so that the issue of
impending resource crunch be resolved. Be that as it may, all this is futuristic and longer-term
option.

But what can be done, here and now or in the immediate future, is something that we should
explore during the coming weeks.
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NGT seeks report on plea against
violation of environmental norms
by sugar factory at Amroha
district in UP

New Delhi, Aug 24 (PTl) The National Green
Tribunal has formed a committee and sought a
report on a plea against violation of environmental
norms in operation of a sugar factory by Wave
Industries Pvt. Ltd at Amroha district in Uttar
Pradesh. A bench headed by NGT Chairperson
Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel constituted a
committee comprising officials from the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB), state PCB or
SPCB), Central Ground Water Authority and
District Magistrate, Amroha.

Read more

Submit report on plea against nod to
wood-based industries: NGT to Punjab

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) on Monday directed the
Punjab forest department to submit report on a plea
challenging a decision allowing wood-based industries to
operate without any restriction.

According to the plea, the forest cover in Punjab is already
very low and permitting unlimited number of wood-based
industries merely on the condition that the source of wood
should be agro forestry species from non-forest land,
imported wood and wood from other states will not be
adequate safeguards against illegal deforestation.

Read more

CPCB prohibits opening of new retail fuel
stations near water bodies, makes soill
testing near petrol pumps mandatory

NEW DELHI: Seeking to protect water bodies from any
possible contamination, the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) has issued fresh guidelines prohibiting setting up
new petrol pumps (retail outlets) within a distance of 50
meters from the nearest point of lakes, ponds, streams,
rivers, wetlands, canals and creeks.

The guidelines, sent to all public and private sector oil
marketing companies, and state pollution control boards,
also specify the groundwater and soil sampling...

Read more
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Time govt scrapped mandatory CSR

A Crisil study finds that India Inc’s cumulative corporate
social responsibility (CSR) spending since 2014 has
crossed the 1 lakh crore milestone. This is not a mean
achievement, although 40% of the spending over the last
two years has been on account of companies counting
Covid relief measures as CSR. Companies are mandated to
spend 2% of average net profit over the past three years on
CSR and non-compliance attracts a penalty (thankfully, the
offence has been decriminalised). \WWhen multiple entities
attempt the same task in discrete efforts, there are
multiple...

Read more
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PM Narendra Modi: Encouraging

a circular economy

In a message to the auto industry body Society of
Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM) on its
61st Annual Convention on Wednesday, Modi said
that modernity in mobility has a positive impact on
every sector and industry. He also called for
making India a global manufacturing hub.

Reiterating India’s commitment to move forward
with the goal of clean and modern mobility, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said holistic steps are
being taken for the value chain associated with
automobile manufacturing so that the industry
becomes more productive and sustainable.

Read more

PM Modi launches vehicle scrappage
policy, urges youth, startups to join

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday
launched vehicle scrappage policy and said that the policy
is a significant milestone in India's development journey.
He urged youth and startups to join the programme.

"The launch of Vehicle Scrappage Policy today is a
significant milestone in India's development journey. The
Investor Summit in Gujarat for setting up vehicle scrapping
infrastructure opens a new range of possibilities. | would
request our youth and start-ups to join this programme,"
tweeted PM Mod.

Read more
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Air Pollution

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board
starts pollution monitoring at CSTPS

CHANDRAPUR: Regional office of Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board (MPCB) here has begun air quality
monitoring to gauge pollution spread by Super Thermal
Power Station (CSTPS).

Wadettiwar, while reviewing environmental degradation in
Chandrapur city and surrounding areas, had blamed CSTPS
for high pollution levels. He charged the mega power plant,
having installed capacity of 2920MW, of not taking
measures to curb pollution despite Supreme Court orders.

Read more

Recycling & Environment

Air pollution could hit monsoon

rains by as much as 15%

A latest analysis by Climate Trends highlights the
adverse impact of air pollution on performance of
monsoon in India. The analysis states that as the
pollution peaks in the coming years, monsoon rains
may reduce by at least 10% or even more, say
scientists. “Some places might even see rains
reduced by as much as 50%. While there has been
consensus across the scientific community that
the rising air pollution levels would decrease
rainfall substantially in the coming years, it might
also result in unstable monsoon patterns. For

instance, we might see extreme weather events
like severe hailstorms, torrential rains along with
an increase in the number of dry days, especially
over places whichare more polluted,”

Read more

Delhi’'s new smog tower: the technology,
the impact, the evidence

Ahead of its infamous smog season, Delhi on Monday gota
‘smog tower’, a technological aid to help combat air
pollution. How does a ‘smog tower’ like the one
inaugurated by Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal behind
Shivaji Stadium Metro station work?

The structure is 24 m high, about as much as an 8-storey
building — an 18-metre concrete tower, topped by a 6-

metre-high canopy. At its base are 40 fans, 10 on each
side.

Read more
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Air Pollution

Air pollution is the result of aerosols in the atmosphere from human-led
emitting sources along with natural dust. On the other hand, monsoon is a
seasonal oceanic phenomenon governed by change in wind pattern due to
differential heating of tropics. The southwest monsoon is driven by the
temperature difference between land and ocean. Now, as the
concentration of aerosols increases, it leads to warming of the atmosphere
and cooling of land surface. According to meteorologists, any kind of
change in differential heating of land and ocean will impact the wind
pattern. This change in thermal profile in the atmosphere has an influence
on monsoon circulation, eventually leading to impact on precipitation and

Rising air pollution may
lead to erratic monsoon,
low rain: Study

“Presence of a large amount of aerosols
over the Indian landmass would lead to
weakening of the dynamics of monsoon,”

said S N Tripathi of [IT Kanpur and Steering

its performance.

Committee Member, National Clean Air

Programme, MoEFCC.

Delhi has got its first smog

tower, but why many

experts are not impressed

Delhi’s air pollution has been a
matter of worry for years now and
several attempts have been made
by governments to control it. Come
October, the pollution begins, and it
continues till the end of the winter.
Just ahead of this season, the Delhi
government has inaugurated its
first smog tower at Baba Kharag
Singh Marg in Connaught Place,
but many environmentalists say
thiskind... Read more

Min to release report on

sources of pollution today

PATNA: Minister for environment,
forest and climate change (EFCC)
Neeraj Kumar Singh will release
the source apportionment (SA)
study report for ambient
particulate matter (PM) 2021 of
Patna on Friday. Chairman and
member secretary of Bihar State
Pollution Control Board (BSPCB) A
K Ghosh and S Chandrashekhar,
respectively, willalso be present on

the occasion.
Read more

Read more

State to spend Rs 639 cr
In 5 yrs to curb air pollution

VIJAYAWADA: The State
government will provide Rs 639
crore as gap funding for
implementation of action plans to
reduce air pollution in the State
over the next five years. Of the total
amount, Rs 274 crore has been
earmarked for Visakhapatnam and
Rs 232 crore for Vijayawada.Out of
Rs 639 crore, Rs 506 crore will be
provided out of 25th Finance

Commission grants, and and the
remaining... Read more
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