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TOP NEWS INSIDE

Govt opens 6-month window for 
sugar mills to submit ethanol 
proposals

3 landfills have cost Delhi 
Rs 450 cr in environmental 
damages: Study

NMC identifies 43 spots of 
Godavari pollution

‘Time for climate change 
running out, emissions must 
be halved by 2030’

Uttarakhand: 115 wildfire incidents 
in a day, 149 ha forest gutted
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“There is no such thing as ‘away’.
When we throw anything away it must go somewhere.” Sylvia Earle, 

marine biologist

How ending mining would change the world
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Message from Director General

Recycling & Environment

Khejri – the State tree of Rajasthan
Friends, 

A few weeks back, we discussed about the palash tree. This week, we discuss another 
wonderful tree called Khejri (botanical name: Prosopis Cineraria) which was declared the state 
tree of Rajasthan in 1983. It’s known as Shami in Maharashtra and UP, Jammi in AP and 
Telengana, Janti in Haryana and Jand in Punjab. It’s also the national tree of UAE where it’s known 
as Ghaf. Through the Give a Ghaf campaign its citizens are urged to plant it in their gardens to 
combat desertification and to preserve their country's heritage. The desert village of Nazwa in the 
UAE is home to the Al Ghaf Conservation Reserve.

In the year 1730, in the village of Khejarli near Jodhpur in Rajasthan, Amrita Devi and her three 
young daughters gave their lives in an attempt to protect some Khejri trees which the King had 
ordered cut to make way for his new palace. This led to widespread defiance in which 363 people 
were killed trying to save the trees. This was the first precursor of the more famous Chipko 
movement of 1970s.

Why is Khejri considered such a wonderful tree? Consider these characteristics of Khejri: 

• Khejri can survive in extremely arid conditions with rainfall as low as 15 cm

• Tolerates a highly alkaline and saline environment

• It is believed that Lord Ram worshipped a Khejri tree before the final battle with King of Lanka, 
Ravana, in memory of which Khejri tree is worshipped on Dussera day by Jaipur royalty

• It plays an important role in rural economy: its leaves serve as very good fodder for cattle, one 
tree providing approximately 60 kg fodder annually; leaves also make for excellent compost; its 
bark was used as flour during 1869 Rajputana famine, now it’s used for treating many skin 
conditions like leprosy, boils and itching; the dried fruit called sangri is used in Rajasthani food 
famous as ‘ker sangri’; the roots serve to bind soils and enrich the soil in fields for better yields.

For farmers in Rajasthan, Khejri is life – it provides shade in hot summer days, provides fodder for 
cattle and when drought strikes, they can cut a few trees to provide sustenance!
In addition to the domestic and global news relating to environment and recycling, this issue 
brings to you six excellent articles, including one which explores the hypothetical situation when 
suddenly there is no mining activity on Earth! Enjoy reading.

We at REIAI bring to you an array of experts for a bouquet of training programmes and 
environmental services, listed at page 18. 

We look forward to receiving your contributions to the newsletter and feedback on how to 
improve and enrich the content further. 
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Environment 

Govt opens 6-month window for sugar mills to submit ethanol proposals
The Centre on Friday said it has opened a six-month window till October for sugar mills to submit fresh proposals to avail loans 
at a subsidised interest rate for setting up new distilleries or expanding the existing facilities for augmenting first-generation 
ethanol capacity in the country. To ensure that only serious project proponents are issued in-principle approval by the Union 
Food Ministry, a window has been opened for fresh applications from those project proponents who have acquired land for 
projects and obtained environmental clearance, it said.

"The six months window has been opened from April 21 to October 22," an official spokesperson told PTI.

According to the Food Ministry, the decision will facilitate sugar mills to set up new distilleries or expand their existing 
distilleries and thereby help in diverting excess sugarcane/sugar to ethanol.

Read more

Environmental norms are 
strategically wise
Yes, strategic projects critical to defence in border states 
must be executed on priority. But the environment ministry's 
plan to speed things up isn't helpful. The ministry has 
proposed exempting these projects from the environmental 
clearance process, instead requiring them to stick to 
standard environmental safeguards. Rather than an 
exemption and a boilerplate environmental safeguards 
checklist, GoI should put in place an expedited clearance 
process. Disregarding environmental impacts actually 
undermines security and reduces the resilience of these 
strategic projects, the very opposite of what the plan 
ostensibly sets out to do.

There is an urgent need to build and augment border 
infrastructure, particularly along the long border with China, 
especially with Beijing incrementally 'mainstreaming its 
peripheries'. It is, however, perilous to disregard the reality 
that India's longest border is in the ecologically fragile 
Himalayan region. 

Read more
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Mumbai: The apex court on Wednesday stayed, until further notice, a January judgement by the National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) which fined 103 industries at Tarapur MIDC, in Palghar district, to the tune of Rs. 260 crore as environmental 
compensation for discharge of untreated and partially treated effluents into nearby creeks and rivers, leading to the Arabian 
Sea. This is almost double the amount.

In an unusual move, the NGT had also asked the Enforcement Directorate (ED) to investigate the polluting industries under 
provisions of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA). Read more

SC stays NGT’s directive to ED to investigate polluting industries at 
Tarapur MIDC
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CPCB withdraws hazardous waste 
reuse notification
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has 
withdrawn its notification against Interim Policy of 
Rule 9 of Hazardous and Other Waste Management 
Rules 2016 that allowed reuse of the hazardous 
waste by the industries in the state, said an office 
bearer of Gujarat Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
(GCCI) in a statement Friday.

The withdrawal of the notification — dated April 19 
— comes following GCCI’s representation to Union 
Minister of Environment, Forest & Climate Change 
(MoEF&CC) Bhupender Yadav and Minister of State 
for Industries and Environment & Forest Jagdish 
Vishvakarma in this regard. Read more












































































	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41

